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PREFACE. 
—— 


A. s the publication of the followin 8 
Sermons, ſo many years after the Au- 
thor's departure from the world, may 


occaſion ſome inquiry reſpecting their 


authenticity, I beg leave to offer ſome 
ſatisfaction on that head, and ſuch as, 
I truſt; will remove every doubt, if 
any can be entertained by thoſe who * 


may carefully read them. 
It was the frequent practice of Mr. 


WALKER, after preaching his Ser- 
mons on the Lord's day, to oratify - 
ſome of his hearers with the peruſal of 
.them in the courſe of the following 
week, yielding them full liberty to 
GT b . copy 
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copy them out, for their more effectual 
remembrance and edification. This 
was deemed (as it well deſerved to be) 
a very kind privilege by his friends, 
and was undoubtedly attended with 
very uſeful gonſequences to them- 
ſelves, and to others, who, by their 
help, had an opportunity of reading 
them. It furniſhed, during his life- 
time, the means of frequently reeol - 
lecting what they had heard from the 
lips of their excellent and evangelical 
Paſtor; and, after he was taken from 
them, his faithful inſtructions and 
powerful admonitions became the more 
valuable and the more endeared, as 
they brought to full and frequent re- 
membrance his ardent love to their 
ſouls, and alſo, as by theſe, he being 
Lad, yet might be conſidered as ſtill 
ſpeaking to them. | 
A very valuable and pious perſon, 
7 who 


PREFACE, iii 
who was near Mr. WALKER in his laſt 
moments, and whom I am happy to 
conſider as one of my choiceſt Chriſ- 
tian friends, not only empowered me 
to ſtate this fact, but was alſo one of the 
few reſpectable tranſcribers, by whoſe 
means theſe Sermons have been reſ- 
oued from oblivion. 

To thoſe, who have read the Shang 
thor's other works with any attention, 
many teſtimonies in proof of the ge- 
nuineneſs of theſe diſcourſes will pro- 
bably not be needful. They bear the 
ſtrong marks of his clear and fervent 
mind in their ſtyle and compoſition. 
The truly excellent and Reverend Di- 
wine, who favouredthe world with an 
% account of our Author's Life and 
Miniſtry,” prefixed to his Sermons or 
Lectures on the Church Catechijm, ob- 
ſerves, reſpecting his abilities, that 
the faculty, which appeared in a 
more diſtinguiſhed manner, was his 
b 2 methodical 
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methodical exactneſs and propriety in the | 


arrangement of his thoughts, and thediſ- 


tribution of the ſeveral parts of the ſub- 
jet heundertook to elucidate, This is to 
be diſcerned throughout his writings.” 


And this may clearly be diſcerned in 


theſe diſcourſes. They are plain in- 
deed, and, not being intended for the 
preſs, are without the advantage of the 
Author's laſt improvements ; but they 
wear the fair impreſſion of his diſ- 


tinguiſhing faculty,“ as well as of his 


lively and experimental piety, in their 
whole arrangement. It alſo appears in 
this, as well as in his other works, that 
his earneſt and continual drift was, not 
to raiſe admirers for himſelf, but to 
win ſouls: for his MasTER. If this 


great object were but accompliſhed, 


there is every reaſon to believe, that 
Mr. WALKER was not unduly ſolici- 
tous about any thing that merely con- 


gerned his own fame, or cafe, or in- 


tereſt 
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tereſt in the world. He evidently did 
not preach biel} but Cor Jeſus the 
Lord. 1 0 8 

As to the Editor's concern in the 
book, he begs leave to ſay, that he has 
no other intereſt in it, than what every 
other Chriſtian may and ought only to 
have, — a ſincere ilnagnes to pro- 
mote the great cauſe of religion and 
piety; and that he has faithfully dif- 
charged the duty of an Editor, in giv- 
ing no ſenſe of his own by interpola- 
tion, nor in fubtracting any from the 
"Author's by omiſſion, but has per- 

mitted every ſentence to ſtand as he 
found it, excepting where, by the 
clear accident of the tranſcribers, a | 
grammatical miſtake had occurred, or 

a word omitted, which was abſolutely 
neceſſary to convey the ſenſe, But 
even theſe defects were ſupplied with 
the utmoſt caution and fidelity, and 
with the deepeſt conviction, that it is 

b 3 not 


grace, ſeems to have imparted comfort 
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not the talent of every man, and cer- 


tainly not of the Editor's, to offer any 
thing like a correction to what has- 
proceeded from the mind or pen of Mr. 
WALKER. 

The reader will find that great doc- 
trine of Man's FALL and UTTER Dk- 
GENERACY clearly and: cloſely inſiſted 
upon in the following diſcourſes :—a 
doctrine, which lies at the root of all 


true religion, and which, therefore, 


can never be too much the ſubject of 


memory and meditation. Mr. WAL- 
KER appears to have had a conſtant 


view of this grand fundamental in his 


public miniſtrations; and the reflec- 
tion upon his fidelity in eſtabliſhing 
this ſolemn truth, which implies ſo 
great a mortification to the pride and 
independence of human nature, and 
in that neceſſary mortification the con- 
{ſequent introduction of the life of 


ta 
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fo him in his dying houts. The 
nearer (ſays he, upon his death-bed) 
I advance towards eternity, the more I 
am confirmed in the truth of the doc- 
trines which I have preached and pub - 
liſhed. I am ſure they will ſtand the 
teſt of the laſt day. CONVICTION 
OF SIN, original as well as aclual, is 
THE GRAND INLET TO ALL SAVING | 
KNOWLEDGE : Where #15 is wanting, 
the ſuperſiructure will not ſtand; but 
if this foundation be deeply laid, the 
heart will then welcome the glad tid- 
ings of falvation *,” 

This conviction, by the good band 
of God, not only leads the ſoul ne- 
ceſſarily to CHRIST for all its redemp- 
tion, but alſo to the BLESSED SPIRIT, 
for all its holineſs. Indeed, nothing 
properly can be called ho/me/s, which 
is not derived from him, he only ſource 
of all the real piety, that can be found 


* Account of Mr, WaLkzR's Life and Mi- 
niſtry, p. 86, 
by among 
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among men. The ſpurious activity of 

= fallen nature may, in religion, - raiſe 
up that phantom of a righteouſneſs, 
which the ancient Phariſees, by no 
other principle, produced for them- 
ſelves; but we are told, on the higheſt 
authority, that, if we have nothing 


higher or better than ſuch a righteouf- 


neſs as theirs, (and yet where ſhall 
we now find men fo ſtrict or ſo appa- 
rently devout?) we ſhall in no caſe en- 


ter into the kingdom of heaven. Indeed, 
-what ſuch men call holineſs, is chiefty 


confined to ſome few external ob- 


* fervances, which may be done by the 
carnal hand and heart, and are altoge- 


ther viſible to the carnal eye, and all 
done for the erroneous purpoſe of pur- 
chafing with Gop, or of gaining ho- 
nour from man : but the various con- 


flicts of the ſoul, the inward ſtriving 


againſt fin, the wreſtling againſt princi- 


| pal ties and Powers, agamft the rulers of 


the. 


PREFACE, * ix 


the darkneſs of this world, andagainſt ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſs in high places, or things 
which relate not to this preſent ſtate; 
with all or any of theſe (fo well ex- 
plained in theſe Sermons), ſuch perſons 
are but little troubled, nay, are often 
ſo ignorant of the things themſelves, 
as not even to know the meaning of 
the terms which the Spixif of Gop 
uſes to expreſs them; but, on the con- 
trary, are prompt to brand them with 
an hard name. None make ſo great a 
noiſe about mnt, and aniſe, and cum- 
min; but none omit more really the 
weightier matters M the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith, which, when truly 
known and obtained, include, or neceſ- 
ſarily lead to, all the reſt. b 50 
Of all this, Mr. Sas win} in ods 
writings, expreſſes his thorough know- 
ledge. He defired to be, and was, a 
Bible Divine ;”” one, who wiſhed to 
draw his religious principles entirely 
b 5 from 
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from the Book of God, and who 


proved the real influence of thoſe prin- 
ciples upon his heart, by the careful 


conformity of his life. He maintained, 


after his BLESSED MasTER, that the 


tree muſt int be made good, ere the 


Fruit could be good; for men do not ga- 


ther grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiſtles; 
and that the grace of God leads men 
(according to an old obſervation) to 


« work from life, and not for life.” 
Accordingly, he ſtates in his Lectures 


on the Church Catechiſm, that the 


ſubſtance“ of that excellent formulary, 
and the plan upon which it is drawn 


up,” is this; that fince we are fallen 
and loſt creatures, and God has pre- 
pared ſalvation for us in Jesvs CRS, 
the only way we can have that ſalva- 
tion effectually ours, is by a true faith 
begotten in us by the Hol. SpIRIT, 
powerful to the mortification of ſin, 

| and 
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and enabling us to live unto God “.“ 
Nothing but this divine principle, thus 
divinely imparted, can produce theſe 
divine effects. The HoLy Se1kit, 
indeed, governs the whole man of a 
real Chriſtian; but it is in this way; 
firſt, by implanting and invigorating a 
ſpiritual life, which is called in ſcrip- 
ture, tbe new man, or the inner man; 
and, then, by ſubduing the life of the 
fleſh, which is altogether corrupt and 
full of atcertful luſis, bringing it into 
captivity, and into the obedience of 
Chriſt, ſo that this fleſh, which is 
called the old man, is no longer the 
ruling principle, as before converſion, 
but a mortified and ſubordinate agent, 
which requires a watchful guard and 
conſtraint at all tunes. The oppoſi- 
tion, or gonflict, of theſe two princi- 
ples, or the ſubjugation of the one to 


* Serm. i. 53. 
b 6 the 
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the other, makes up a very conſidera- 
ble part of Chriſtian experience, or 
Chriſtian warfare ; as Mr. WALKER 
bath excellently ſhewn, in his para- 


- phraſe on part of the ſeventh chapter 


to the Romans, drawn up in the firſt 


of the following Sermons. 


The one (according to the pro- 
phet's image) is as ar, and the 
other as gold or filver, in the ſame ore; 


and CHRIST is the only REFINER or 


PURIFIER to purge and to purify this 
ore, either by gentle means, or (if 


need be) by fire. The variety of the 


means, by which the Redeemer works, 
is much of the important ſubje& of 


Mr. WaLxER's preſent diſcourſes. 


This ſtate of the caſe does, how- 


ever, by no means imply a diminution. 


of human activity in the ways of Gop, 


but an increaſe of it, and an increaſe | 


to a full and true purpoſe. So the 


* laboured and /irove ; but it was 
according 
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according to Chriſt's working, which 
worked in him mightily. Col. i. 29. 
None are or can be fo really active as 
thoſe, who are moſt under divine influ» 
ence; none ſo a/ways abounding in the 
work of the Lokb as thoſe, who now 
that their labour is not in vain in the 
Lok. It would be a reproach, near 
to blaſphemy, upon the office of the 
Hor.y SpIRIr, to affirm, that men 
could be fruitful at all, or equally if not 
more fruitful, without him, as well as a 
perverſe condemnation of the generation 

of God's children. But the fact is, 

they, who are thus truly wrought 
vpon by divine grace, are ever willing, 
though with deep humility, that the 
general conduct of their lives ſhould 
witneſs for them and for the fincerity 
of their faith before men; however, 
at the ſame time, they muſt and do 
diſclaim every thing done in them or by 
them, 
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them, in point of juſtification baking 
God. On the other hand, it hath ever 
been ſeen, that thoſe who talk of ſuch 
an unpromiſed miracle, as that 7heir own 
power or holineſs can either bring them 
to God, or juſtify them before God, 
or who ſubſtitute the adverſe agency of 
corrupt nature for the lively life of 
grace, have always been able or willing 
to do very little in the buſineſs, and 
that little not in ſo clear a way for 


Y God's glory only, or ſo difintereſtedly 


for the true good of man, as might 
have been expected from the pomp of 
thoſe profeſſions. And, if there be 
ſome apparently good outward actions 
done by ſuch people, yet, (as the in- 
comparable Archbiſhop Lz1GnuToN 
juſtly obſerves) *©* they avail nothing, 
UL. e. in God's ſight, or for his bleſſ- 
mg] if the foul be unrenewed ; as you 
may ſtick ſome figs, or hang ſome 

cluſters 


* 
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* 


cluſters of grapes upon a thorn-buſh, 
but they cannot OW upon .““ 
N | 1 


* 99 ——0 on St. Peter, ii. 2. 

Another golden paſſage of this truly great F "Ol 
THER IN CHRIST upon the ſubject, will, I have 
no doubt, gratify the pious reader, if he has not 
already ſeen it ; and therefore I make no apology 
for ſubjoining it in a note, taking leave, at the 
ſame time, to refer him to the above- mentioned 
Commentary on St. Peter, as one of the firſk 
books of practical and experimental Divinity, ex- 
tant in the world. The nature of this work 
[of ſanctification, ] that wherein the very being of 
this purifying conſiſts, is, The receiving or obeying 
of this truth. So Gal. iii. f. where it is put for 
right believing, The chief point of obedience is 
believing ; the proper obedience to truth, is, to 
give credit to it; and this divine belief doth ne» 
ce/ſarily bring the whole ſoul into obedience and 
conformity to that pure truth which is in the 
WorD: and ſo the very purifying and renewing 
of the ſoul, is this obedience of faith, as unbelief 
is its chief impurity and diſobedience ; therefore, 
(Acts xv. 9.) faith is faid to purify the heart. 
The chief worker of this ſanctiſication, is, Tas 


Horr 
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Mere morality, however ſpecious, 
and Chriſtian obedience, are in their 
Jpirit, if not outward form, two very 
difterent things, proceed from very op- 


poſite cauſes, and do not conduce to 


the fame ends. And yet it muſt al- 
ways be urged, that any thing like 


Hor v SyRIT or Gop. They are ſaid here to 
purify themſelves : for it is certain and undeniable, 
that the ſoul itſelf doth act in believing or 
- obeying the truth, but, not of r2ſeif; it is not the 
firſt principle of motion. They purify their ſouls ; 
but it is by the SyiRIT. [They do it by his en- 
livening power, and a purifying virtue received 
from him. Faith, or obeying the truth, works 
this purity : but the HoLy GrosT works that 
faith; as, in the fore-cited place, God is ſaid to p̃u- 
riß their hearts by faith, verſe 8. He doeth that, 
by giving them the HoLy GnosT. The truth is 
pure and purifying, yet can it not of itſelf purify 
the ſoul, but by the obeying or believing it ; and 
the ſou] cannot obey or believe but by the Spixir, 
which works in it that faith ; and by that faith pu- 
rifies it, and works love in it.” Com. on St. Pe- 
ter, i. 22. vol. i. p. 174, of Dr. Deddridge's 
Edition. | | 
99 82 goodneſs 
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goodneſs is better for the common wel- 
fare of mankind, than open fin and im- 
morality; though, in what concerns a 
man's own ſtate before God, it is nei- 
ther available for the removal of guilt, 
nor for the attamment of righteouſ- 
neſs. dcn 17h 481 
It is this faith then, and this faith 
only, wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit, which deadens a man to the 
world and its ſpirit, making them bad 
company to each other; which takes 
him off from his own fandy foundation, 
and builds him firmly upon the Rock 
CHRIST ; which gives a cordial aver- 
ſion to all fin, and crucifies the life and 
power of it in our fallen nature; which 
efficiently ſtimulates the ſoul to every 
good word and work; which kindles 
love, the deepeſt love to Gop, and 
moſt compaſſionate regard for the wel- 
fare of men; which raiſes the mind 
from poor and periſhing things, to the 
maſt fervent expectations of the ſub- 
limeſt 


„ 
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fimeſt bliſs ; which encounters perſe- 
cutions, diſtreſs, good or ill 3 po- 
verty, wealth, fickneſs, and finally 
death itſelf, with a patient, perſever- 
ing, invincible courage, grounded by 
grace upon the moſt ſolid conviction, 
that in all theſe things the ſoul is en- 
abled to be congueror, and more than 
congueror, through the bleſſed LoRD 
Jesus, who hath loved it, and bought 
it, and ſecured it as his own for ever. 
This great work, faith, according to 
its meaſure, always does; and in all 
this, attended with the humbleſt and 
moſt entire renunciation of himſelf, 
and ſole dependence upon the blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt for ſalva- 
tion, confiſts the real believer's peace 
in this world, and preparation for ano- 
ther. 

| Here, then, we may contemplate 
that inward and vital religion, which, 


on the one hand, renounces SELF 
(the 


FREFACE. xix 


(the grand idol of our fallen nature) in 
all its wiſdom, pride, ſtrength, and 
righteouſnefs, reſpecting acceptance 
with Gop; and which, on the other, 
as a real gift from above, proves that it 
is ſo, by being f/f pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
mercy, and good fruits, without parti 
ality (or eenſoriouſneſs), and without 
hypocriſy. In one word, it as much 
deteſts the fwiniſh foulneſs, or carnal. 
ſecurity, of Antinomianiſm, as it ſnuns 


the principles of Arminianiſm for their 


ſpiritual conceit, aud (for what always 
attends it) the blind and forward ſelf» 
ſufficiency of a weak and incapable 
ſinner. Thus our Lord's words are 
fulfilled, F any man walk in the DAY, 
[meaning, by a figure, HIMSELF] be 


ſtumbleihb net, [either by error or ſin} 


becauſe he ſeeth the light of" this world : 
but if a man walk in the night [the 
darkneſs of fallen nature, Eph, v. 8. 

1 Thefl. 


* 


7 Theff. v. 3. J he Pumbleth, becaufe 


"there is no light in him. John xi. 9, 10. 


If, therefore, we ſee profeſſors of 
religion (it is no matter how ortho- 


dox their opinions may be, or what 


zeal they may diſcover in their behalf) 


who follow the world in its ſpirit and 
"ways; who are ever ſtudying to in- 


dulge and ' pamper the fleſh in all its 


lazineſs, pride, luſt, luxury, or co- 
vetouſneſs; who are the ſport of every, 
or indeed any, paſſion habitually, 
without compunction or controul; 
who are the dupes of a ſelfiſh and 
vain-glorious heart, forgetting how 


impoſſible it is, that men ſhould 7ruly 
believe, who receive, and are glad to 


receive, honour one of another ; who bear 
_ enmity to thoſe, who either ſtand in 


the way of their fins, or faithfully re- 
prove them for their commiſſion ; who 


carry up and down in the world, a 
haughty, inſolent fpirit, fond of its 


* OWn 
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own importance, or its own domina- 
tion; who, in a word, harbour the 
malignity, detraction, or other ſpiritual 


wickedneſs. of Satan, the baſe luſts of 


the fleſh, or the fooliſh pride of this 
life ; theſe profeſſors of religion do by 
ſuch works certainly deny God, what- 
ever they may pretend to u of him, 
and are a reproach to the beſt of cauſes, 
as well as a ſtumbling-block to the 
world about them. That there are, 
and have been in all ages, ſuch profeſ- 
ſors, none can deny; but, that there 


ever ſhould be ſuch, no real Chriſtian "A 
can ceaſe to lament or deplore. Pſalm © 


Oy 


cxix. 136. He laments the ſtate. of 2 5 


their ſouls, while he knows, that it is 
out of their power to invalidate THE 
TRUTH of Gop, though they too for- 
cibly prove, that they have (at preſent, 


whatever hereafter may be granted | 


them) No EVIDENT part or Ut in 1b 
matter, 


fon 


© =o 8.4007 > UREA, « 44.48 © 


= 
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Upon this foundation, then, of a 
true faith, effectually active by love 
towards God and man, Chriſtian pro- 
feſſors are to be exhorted to Work, and 
to work heartily. They cannot do 


too much in this way, either for the - 


glory of Gop, or for the anfiver of a 
good conſcience before the world. And, 

therefore, if any one pretend to have a 
right faith, and yet can ſhew none of 
its Effects; but, on the contrary, lives 


n the ſpirit and after the common me- 


thods of corruption every where about 


bim, to ſuch a perſon we muſt ſay, 


and ſtrenuouſſy too, with the Apoſtle, 


i It thou know, O vain man, that faith 
avithout works ig dead? It is dead, be- 
cauſe alone. For as the body without 


the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works 
1s dead alſo. There is not a truly good 
work in the world, ſuch as God will 
approve, without a living faith; and, 
though there may be an aids of 
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not ions, there is no ſuch thing as a liv- 


ing faith in any man, without the ſpi- 
rit of love and good works. And 
uſually, if not always, according to op- 
portunity, in proportion to the life and 
vigour of faith, the abundance of every. 
other internal grace and out ward good- 
neſs, will correſpondently be found. 
The good tree will produce good fruit, 
and the /arger it grows, the more fruit. 

The Chriſtian reader, will, I truſt, 
excuſe the length of theſe introduc- 
tory remarks, and join his prayers with 
mine, that Gop would bleſs this poſt- 
humous publication of Mr. War.- 
KER's, to the advancement of true re- 
ligion, both in principle and practice, 
which was evidently the chief and ear- 
neſt concern of his moſt uſeful life 
and miniſtry. 


A. S. 
Sept. 10, 1793 
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CHRIST THE PURIFIER. 


SERMON I. 
INS : 0 
MALACHI iii. 3. 


* be ſhall jit as a Refiner and Purifier of N 
Lier: and be ſhall purify the jons of Levi, and 

| purge them as gold and ſilver, that they may 
Mer unto the Lord an offering in ent 


nfs. 


Fri perten here ſpoken of is Cu HRIST, as 
appears from the firſt verſe, where he is de- 
ſcribed as having his forerunner ſent before 
him; and, by his proper title, the Loxd, the 
Meſſenger, or, Angel of the Covenant. * Be- 
hold, I will ſend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 
whom you ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his 
temple, even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, 
whom ye delight in: Behold, he ſhall come, 
9413 gl B | faith. 
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faith the Lord of Hoſts.” An important 
part of Chriſt's: office is deſeribed in the 
third verſe, the words of the text; in which 
he is compared to a Refiner of metals; who, 
by various operations, purges and purifies 
them from all baſe mixtures and worthleſs 
| drofs, till he reduce them to their proper 
clean ſtate. Chriſt is ſaid here to ſit as a 
Refiner, to purify the ſons of Levi. The 
ſons. of Levi were ſet apart to God's ſervice, 
.and ſo do very aptly repreſent God's choſen 
Prieſthood, as the Apoſtle calls true Chriſti- 
ans, thoſe who are honeſtly diſpoſed to re- 
ceive and obey Chriſt. Over theſe he fits as 
a Refiner to purge them from their droſs and 
- baſe mixture, and, finally, to preſent them to 
che Lord an offering in righteouſneſs. Three 
things from this may be obſerved: : 

I. That the people of God have much 
del and impure mixture in them. | 

II. That Chriſt purges and purifies ion 
from the ſame, | 

III. That, in the end, he preſents them i in 
righteouſneſs 

Iſt. That the people of God have a 
an and impure mixtures in them. For 

7 explaining 
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explaining this, we may take the account 
St. Paul gives of himſelf (or of a rege- 
nerate perſon, whom he perſonates upon 
the matter), as we find it in the 7th ehapter 
to the Romans, from the 14th verſe to the 
end. I have been thinking, for:a time paſt, of 
opening to you this important paſſage, both 
becauſe it is eminently deſcriptive of a rege- 
nerate ſtate, and alſo becauſe it draws the 
proof of that ſtate from thoſe very circum- 
ſtances, which are peculiarly apt to raiſe doubts 9 
in the minds of the beſt of God's children. 
I will, therefore, take the preſent favourable 
opportunity of doing it; for what the Apoſtle 
here ſays will prove, that there are corrupt 
mixtures and droſs in God's children, and will 
3X alſo, in ſome ſort, help us to ſee what they 
are. | I pokes 
= Ver. 14. © For, whatever unenlightened 
minds may judge, we, who have been led into 
deep convictions of the evil of ſin, know that 
be moral law is Piritual, and extends its 
requirements to the ſoul, in all its powers, 
thoughts, diſpoſitions, principles, motives, 
and ends ; demanding internal and ſpiritual, 
B 2 as 
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- as well as external and bodily ſervice; and 

- forbidding heart-ſins, as well-as every irregu- a 
larity in the life and converſatiom: but as we 
know this ſpirituality of the law, fo I muſt 


conſeſs to you, after all the renovation of the 


f ſpirit of my mind, that, by means of the re- 
mainder of in- dwelling corruptions, I come 
ſd far ſhort of theſe demands of this excellent 
law, that I find I am, in too great meaſure, 

- carnal ſtill; and, comparatively ſpeaking but 
imperfectly renewed ; fo that when, at ſea- 
ſons, corruption takes advantage of tempta- 
tion, and carries me away with it, I am fo 
ſenſible of the baleful influence of my ſinful 
nature, as to be ready to conclude, I am like 
wicked Ahab, /o/d under fin. | 

Ver. 15. For that -which, in ſuch caſes of 
civics, temptation, and ſurpriſe, I do, I 

allow not; I never go into it with deliberate 

choice; the ſettled judgment and purpoſe of 
my ſoul being determinately againſt it: for 


- what I would, the duty J propoſe to myſelf - ; 


in the governing views of life, and fain 
would be found in the conſtant practice of, 
that, too often, theough inadvertence, you 
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and indolence, o I not in fo ſpiritual a man- 
ner as I ſincerely deſire; nay, am prone to 
neglect : but, on the other hand, cot [ hate, 
the ſins, that I habitually and determinately 
haye the utmoſt abhorrence of, and, at times, 
my earneſt indignation is raiſed againſt, I ſay, 
even what I thus hate, that at times do I, to 
my great grief and humbling before God. 

Ver. 16. If ther, I do that which I would 
nat; if in all theſe caſes wherein I come ſhort 
of the law of God, and act contrary to it, I 


am plainly carried away againſt my will and 


ſettled choice, tis plain that I conſent unto 
the law that it is good, and moſt excellently 
righteous. I could not diſapprove, and in 
my purpoſe and choice be ſet determinately 
againft doing, the things that 1 do contrary to 


the Jaw, unleſs I did cordially conſent, oe 


what the law requires is good. 
Ver. 17. Now then, ſince 1 ſincerely diſ- 


allow, and hate whatever I do contrary to the 
law, I do moſt heartily eſteem all its precepts 
concerning all things to be right; i is no 
more I that do it, not I my whole ſelf as in 
e unregenerate days, not my renewed judg- 
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ment and will, not I with conſent and choice; 1 
it 15 not I therefore that do it, But fin, corrupt 
nature, that diwelloth in me to this hour. I 
ſay, I muſt charge all ſuch omiſſions and com- : 
miſſions upon my corrupt nature, and not 
upon myſelf, who am in the moſt fixed pur- 
| _ Poſe of my heart determined for the law of 
God. I charge it on my corrupt nature, and 
| I have all imaginable reaſon to do ſo. 
Ver. 18. For I know, having found it by 
| ſad experience, that in me (thai is, in my 
| fleſh) dwelleth no good thing; 1 know my 
F | nature is altogether ſinful, having not the 
| | leaſt good inclination or diſpoſition in it; as 
4 is manifeſt to me by daily proof: for, through 
the grace working in me, f will whatever 
the law demands is preſent <viib me, ſo that! 
am wholly. bent upon all holineſs. and good- 
neſs; and this is become the ſtedfaſt bias of 
my mind; But, notwithftanding this. gracious 
purpoſe of heart, bew to perform that which 
is goed I find not, I can never bring theſe ' 
| purpoſes into due execution, being always | 
kept back from attaining to that which I fo | 
earneſtly. deſire to be and do. 1 


Ver. 
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Ver. 19. For 1 ſtill find it thus with me, 
that the good that I would with all my heart 


do, I do not; ſtill I fail and come ſhort: nay, 
but, what is greatly my grief, the evil which 7 


could not, which is 55 abhorrence and de- 


o many inſtances. 
Ver. 20. Noto, therefore, ½, as is the truth 
of my caſe, I in fact do that I would not, do 
ſuch evil things, as the full bent and inclina- 
tion of my will is, upon judgment and deli- 
beration, habitually ſet againſt, I muſt inſiſt 
upon it, to the glory of God's grace in me, 
to the reputation of his law, and to the re- 
proach. of ' ſin, that it is no more I that do it, 
as it was formerly in my unregenerate days; 


but fin that dwelleth in me; and to my ſhame 


before God, both hath too much power over 
me, and is not oppoſed, watched, and prayed 
againſt, as it ougt. 

Ver. 21. To n and 
to explain myſelf fully; the reſult of what I 
have been obſerving, 1 is, that I find then, by 
woful experience, an evil principle in me, 
which, for its authoritativeneſs in. giving its 
orders, and for the ſeemingly intereſting ſanc- 
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tions of preſent eaſe, intereſt, and enjoyment, 
wherewith it would enforce them, I may well 
call a law. I ſay, I nd in me a law, that 
when I fam would do good, that which is 
pleaſing in the ſight of God, and conformable 
to his law, evil is preſent with me: at that 
very time when I would be doing good, this 
vile principle is ſo near me, that ſome bad 
motion too often preſents itſelf immediately 
to oppoſe and hinder my acting up to, and 
accompliſhing, the unfeigned deſire of my 
heart, and leads me into one or another tranſ- 
greſſion unawares. | 

'Ver. 22. Fer of this I cates fail. | 
fied, that 7 delight in the lam of God in the 
inner man; that in the higher faculties of my. 
foul, which, alas, were once but darkneſs, 
obſtinacy, and alienation from every thing 
good, I do now moſt ſincerely approve of, and 
take the greateſt ſatisfaction and compla- 
cency in, all the demands of the law, ſpiritual 
and large as they are; and alſo honeſtly and 
earneſtly wiſh to be conformed to them. 
Ver. 23. But, alas, as I am ſtill in an im- 
perfect ſtate, ſo 7 ſee another and contrary 


Serm. 1. CHRIST. THE, PURIFIER. \ 9. 
law in my members; I find a remaining 
principle of corruption, which has a Nr ful 
influence like a law in my ſenſitive paſſions 
and appetites, and by them is warring conti 
— againſt the law of my mind; againſt the, 
holy. and approved light and choice of my 
Judgment and will, which, like a ſuperior 
law written in my heart, has the ſtated direc- 
tion of me; and ſometimes, when J. am left 
to myſelf, and am under the power of temp- 
tations, bringing. me into captivity, at ſuch 
ſeaſons, 7o the law of fin, which is in my mem- 
bers, chiefly 9 in and by my bochly 
members. I nets 
'Ver, 24. This is a deplorable confidera- 
tion ; it is my heavieſt burden, and moſt diſ- 
treſſing grief, that I cannot perform and at- 
tain unto what I delight 1 in, by reaſon of this 
ſinful nature of mine. O woretched man, vile 
and miſerable that I am ! who ſoall deliver me 
frem the body of this death? who ſhall ſet me 
free from this body of ſin, which I ſtill carry 
about with me, and which, in its dreadful 
conſequences, deſerves and tends ©© death 
and ruin? a 
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Ver. 25. T thank God, L am already delivered 
by his free favour, and the operation of his 


grace in me, from the guilt and dominion of 


this fin; and am waiting for full deliverance 
from i it, at the d iſſolution of this mortal frame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So then, 
to ſum up all in a few words, in my ſettled 


Judgment and choice, as I am renewed by 


grace, I myſelf, with full approbation and con- 
ſent, ſerve the law of God, yielding myſelf up 
to it unfeignedly and unreſervedly, without 
objecting to any part of it: But with the fleſh, 
as there are workings of corruption in me, 
as I am ſometimes brought into. ſin by them, 
and always fo holden and reſtrained by their 


power, that I cannot do the things that I 


would, even ſo in this reſpect, I muſt be ſaid 7 


alſo, to ſerve the law of fin.” 


F rom this paſſage, thus explained, we wilt | 
now make ſome reflections. 

,1ft, More directly with the point under- 
taken to be proved, we ſee here, that the 
children of God are not ſo renewed in this 
world, as to have no remainders of fig in 


| 
them, to be ſet free of corrupt nature, its 
workings, 


fi 
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workings, its general influence to reſtrain 
from a perfect conformity with the law of 

God, and its too ſucceſsful attempts in cer- 
tain caſes. Another Apoſtle, St. John, faith 
in like manner, If we ſay we have no ſin, 
we deceive ourſelves.” And a third, St. 
James, in many things we 281 all. 
There is a filthineſs of the fleſn, and a filthineſs 
of the ſpirit; the one, or both of which 
are mixing in all we do, ſpoiling more or leſs 
the purity of our intentions, and the ſimpli- 
city of our aims and ends; and, therefore, 
for which every one needs purging and re- 
fining. What can be ſtronger than the ex- 
preſſions we have been hearing from the 
mouth of the Apoſtle, I am carnal; ſold un- 
der fin. ; the good that FE would, I do not; 
but the evil which I would not, that Ido; I * 
find a law in my members, bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin ? Or, what more 
explicit than the cauſe he aſſigns for all this, 
ſn that dwelleth in me, which he repreſents 
as the malignant cauſe of the manifold com- 
plaints he had to make? And how expreſsly 
does he deſcribe this accurſed N ſtyling 
B 6 it 


12 cAnRIST THE PURIFIER, Seng? © 
it © fin dwelling in him, the fleſh in which... | 
dwelleth no good thing, the law in his mem- 
bers, warring againſt the law of * rom ES: 
From hence I conclude, 3 
2d. That whoever does not find impure - 
Mixtures and droſs in his ſoul and fervices, 
has as yet to learn the ſpirituality of God's, 
law, and the corruption 'of his own nature; 
conſequently, the whole work of true repent- 
ange. This was the caſe with the Phariſees. 
| Chriſt deſcribes one of them in this very cha- 
1 racter, to repreſent the reſt, as alſo all blind 
Phariſees to this day. Take up the words of 
St. Paul I have been reading; don't you un- 
derſtand, have you not experience of the truth 
of what he ſays “ the law is ſpiritual, but 
Jam carnal, ſold under fin ; for that which L 
do, I allow not; what I would, that do I not ; 
E but what I hate, that do J. In my fleſh 
dwelleth no good thing ; for to will is preſent 
with me; but how to perform that which is 
| good, I find not; for the good that I would, 
II do not; but the evil which I would not, 
that do. I find a law in my members, 
COLE warring againſt the law of my. mind, and 
; bringing | 
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Serm. 1. chnisr THE PURIFIER, 13 
bringing me into captivity to the law of ſin 
2. chat is in my members? Don't you under- 
tand theſe words? Don't you find what 
they mean, by your own heart and expert- 
ence ? There are no words in the bible 
plainer to a regenerate ſoul; yet you are at 
a loſs to enter at all into their meaning; there- 
fore you know nothing of the law, or your- 
ſelf: and if you mean to become a Chriſtian 
indeed, you muſt begin by making a diligent 

- ſearch into the one and the other. But, 
Ad. If you have underſtood theſe things, 
and find corruption in you, and can talk ne- 
ver ſo well of its various contentions and 
workings; that will not prove you to have 
grace in your heart, and to be a regenerate 
ſoul: there may be much light in the under- 
ſtanding, and that may beget a great ſtir in 
the conſcience, when, nevertheleſs, there is 
no change wrought on the will and affec- 
tions. Wherefore, you ſhould conſider, that, 
while the Apoſtle here deſcribes a regenerate 
perſon as having much ſin and corruption, 
and that but too apt to gain ſome advantages 
upon him; he does at the ſame time ſet him 
| out, 
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14 CHRIST: TRE PURIFIER, Serm. 1. 
out, as having a will to do good, as hating 
evil, as delighting in the law of God in the 
inner man, as warring againſt the law of ſin 
in his members, as groaning under it as the 
moſt heavy and intolerable burden. Now, 
not one of theſe things is the caſe of an unre- 
generate man; no, not with the higheſt mea- 
ſure of light in his underſtanding, or the moſt 
reproving pangs of guilt in his conſcience. 
Such cannot fay, they have a will to do good, 
and hate evil; that they delight in the law of 
God in the inner man; or, that they peni- 
tently groan under the body of ſin. And 
this matter ſhould. be much noted; for when 
people have heard a great deal of the ſpiritu- 
ality of the law, and of the corruption of 
their own nature, which you know is your 
caſe,” and are grown up to ſome degree of 
acquaintance with theſe points, they may 
be apt to ſtop ſhort of converſion ; and that 
eſpecially, if, as is moſtly the caſe, what has 
been heard about the law and the goſpel has 
produced ſome awakenings of conſcience, und 
they find ſome outward reformation, and pro- 
ſeſnon; wherefore we ſhould make full proof 
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| of a real change wrought upon us, throught 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt. How —— x 
The anſwer is the— * / 
4th. Uſe we may make of the . be- 
fore us. You may try yourſelf, whether. you 
be in the faith ſtared in rhe paſſage before us ; 
in order to which you will take notice, that - 
here are repreſented the ſtruggles between 
grace and nature in a regenerate ſoul. In re- 
lating this conflict, two contrary principles are 
| brought before you, as both dwelling in the 
regenerate; which he expreſſes by two, that is, 
his natural and renewed ſelf, which as two per- 
fons of different characters are dwelling in 
him. Concerning his renewed ſelf, he ſays; 
that he habitually anddeterminately conſented 
to the law that it is good, delighted in it after 
the inner man, ſervedit with his mind, and con- 
ſequently diſallowed and hated the evil that he 
did. Yet, at the fame time, he conſeſſes con- 
cerning his natural ſelf, that he was carnal, 
and fold under ſin, brought into captivity by 
the law of his members, and ſerved the law of 
ſin with the fleſh. Is there any contradiction 
here? No. It muſt be thus, while two ſuch dif- 
ferent 
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Fexent Pie as grace and ſin dwell toge- 

| | Ther. When we talk of. a Chriſtian, we are 

$ "Font to conceive a perfect character; when 
| we talk with him, we find him the very thing 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


© here deſcribed; a perſon in whom the, fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt 
the fleſh. , The queſtion is not, whether I 
am perfect, but whether I am regenerate 87 
| and ſo, not whether I have no corruption in 
i me, but whether I have grace in me, warring 
tk! againſt corruption, and in the general courſe 
"overcoming it? How ſhall 1 know that, you 
n ay? I find that the good T would do, 1 
4 do not; and again, that the evil, which I would 
| 
| 


1 not do, I too often do; and this makes me 
doubt my converſion. But do you really 
| 


find this? What, do you' really find you 
} would do, with all your ſoul, the good you do 
1 not, and ſo would not do the evil you do? 
i Then it is plain God has given you a will; 

| and in chat caſe, I dare anſwer for you, you 
1 can ſay alſo, you conſent to the law that it is 
WI good, and delight in it in the inner man, and 
ſerve it with the mind: and beyond theſe ex- 
en. nch underſtood, 1 know none 
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more eminently deſcriptive of a gracious ſtate 
in the whole Scriptures. Take this paſſage 
into the neareſt conſideration. Have you the 
complaints of the regenerate man here de- 
ſcribed ? that is no ill token. But can you 
adopt too his diſpoſitions and conduct? then 
it is manifeſt you cannot be miſtaken; and, 
by the way, it looks to me as it the Spirit had 
deſigned this paſſage for the relief of tender 
and doubting minds. 

Laſtly, I will conclude the whole with this 
obſervation on thoſe impaſſionate words, O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death! (not only from 
the guilt of it, but from the power it has in 
me) ; that they are peculiarly ſignificant of a 
gracious heart that loves holineſs, and hates 
ſin: and ſo the Spirit ſignified by them 
the beſt preparation for growth in grace, or 
for receiving the bleſſed operation of the 
Great Head of the Church, who fits as a 
Refiner and Purifier of filver; to purify the 
ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and ſil- 
ver, that they may offer unto the Lord an of- 
fering in righteouſneſs,” 
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Aud be ſhall fit as a Refer and Purifer f | 
 fiboer; and he ſhall purify the ſons of Lo 
and purge them as gold and ſilver, that ix 
may offer unto the Lord an offering i in e. = 
ouſneſs. 


THREE things were before obſerved. in 
this Scripture, | 
iſt. That God's children have impure | 

mixtures and droſs in them, | 
2d. That Chriſt ſits over them, to purge 
and to purify them from the ſame. 5 
3d. That finally, when he has done his 
work upon them, they ſhall offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteouſneſs.” N 2 
Ol the firſt of theſe points, that there are 


impure 
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impure mixtures and droſs in God's people, 
I ſpoke to you when we laſt met, ſetting be- 
| fore you in a general manner. that the corrup- 
tion of our nature: temnains in the regenerate. 
And it was not needful to be particular then, 
becauſe, under tlie ſecond peint; we ſhall have 
large opportunity of being fo. Wherefore, 
2dly, We are now to conſider Chriſt in 


the execution of this office, purging and pu- 


rifying his people. And here it will be need - 
ful to ſpeak to theſe ſeveral points following; 
1. What we are to underſtand by his pu- 
rifying and purging his people. | 

2. That it is the office of Chriſt to do 
this. 

3. That he is perfectly qualified ſor it it. 

4. What means he uſes in doing i. 

5. How he doeth it. | 1 

If the conſideration of theſe matters would 


engage your attention for a ſeaſon, I hope 


the importance of them will be my ſufficient 


vindication; and I pray God to enable me ſo 


t ſpeak, and you fo to hear, det chis aer 


may not be in vainn. 


| '*; . What we are to Addukte b pw 
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fying and purging his people. Now, inaſmuch 
as purging and purifying metals is the clean 
ing them from droſs and impurities that cleave .. 
to them, and are mingled with them, till they 
are brought out ſeparate, clean, and pure: fo, 
in alluſion hereto, the purifications of men's 
- fouls muſt conſiſt in a purging away from 
them more and more by ſucceſſive operations 
«tharffenſual, carthly, and deviliſh filth that is 
about them, till they be brought out in oxi- 
ginal purity. By means of the fall; the ſoul 
of every man by nature is altogether droſs 
and baſe metal; it has no gold nor ſilver, no 
goodneſs in it. In man's fleſh dwelleth no 
good thing; but the whole man is dead in | 
-treſpaſſes and fins. And, though in regene® » 
ration there be ſpiritual life put into the ſoul, 
and a real, vital, and powerful principle of 
holineſs; yet it dwells with corrupt nature, 
and conſequently all the actions of the ſoul 
have a mixture of that corrupt principle in 
them: this ſinful nature remains, I ſay, and has 
ſtill an influence always mingling- itſelf in 
every thought, word, and work; and, 
through our want of watchfulneſs, and ne- 
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2 glecting to ſtir up the grace chat is in us, 


not unfrequently taking the reins, and direct- 
ing us in too many inſtances, ſo that the beſt 
met in the world may ſay with David, Be- 
hold I was ſhapen in ee and in ſin 
did my mother conceive me; for J ſee evi- 
dently, that © the good that I would I_ do not, 


in the perfection and purity I ought. and 
wiſh; and too often the evil that J would not, 


that 1 do.“ Now, therefore, the work of pu- 
rification is the continual purging away the 
bad mixtures of corrupt nature; leſſening 
the influence of that malignant principle alſo, 


or, in ſcripture terms, * putting off the old man, 


and crucifying the' fleſh with the affections 
and luſts: but you muſt take notice, that 
this purging away of corrupt nature is effect- 


ed by the quickening, ſtrengthening, and 


exalting the principle of grace, which acts 


on the other part in the regenerate ſoul; for 
nature and grace are two oppoſites continu- 
ally at war, and what the one gets the other 
loſes; they are like day and night that can- 
not ſubſiſt together, and the one of which 
puts out the other. Grace in the heart is 


compared | 
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compared in the ſcripture to the light break- 
ing in the morning, and ſo ſhining brighter and 
brighter till it become perfect day; but till it is 


come to that, darkneſs has ſome influence; for 


it is perfect day only that puts darkneſs quite 
- out—Firſt, there is a little dawn in the Eaſt 
—that is grace ſhewing itſelf after regene- 
ration amidſt a multitude of corruptions ; 
then, the light increaſes, and darkneſs ſeems 
flying away to the Weſt : ſo grace advances, 
and corruptions decay—this is the ſtate of 


the regenerate man here upon earth. But, at 


laſt, the ſun gets up to the midſt of the hea- 


vens, and no darkneſs remains any where in 


the ſky—and this is the ſtate of glory, when 
corruptions ſhall be all done away. 


Now, this compariſon ſerves well to illuſ- 


trate the matter before vs, both ſetting out 
the two extremes, the dark night of a natural 


fate, and the perfect day of the ſtate of glory, 


and alſo explaining how that it is only the riſing 
and advance of grate in the ſoul, which puts 


. out corruption, till finally the whole ſoul be 
.. perfected after God's image, and all corrup- 


tion done away. And now you ſee what is 
meant by purification; it is the daily reco- 


41 very 
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very of the ſoul from its ſpiritual death; the 
' mortification of nature by the growth of 


grace, till grace is made perfect, and corrupt 


nature utterly done away. That will not be in- 
deed till the body is laid in the grave, and the 
ſoul is admitted to the immediate viſion of 
God; yet it is carrying forward in this life, 
and would be more forwarded, did not the 

* _ Nothfulneſs and debe, we are too apt 
to fall into, hinder it. 


But 2dly, It is the office of Cbrikk to 


: purge thus, and purify his people. This 
is moſt evident from the words of the 


text, where he is repreſented as one 


who is ſet over his people as the re- 
finer over his metals, who examines them 
with diligence, diſcerns the impure mix- 
tures that are in them, determines the 
moſt effectual methods for cleanſing them, 


addreſſes himſelf to the work, putting them 
into the fire, and continues the operation 


till they come out perfectly clean. So he is 
ſpoken of, Eph. v. 25. Chriſt loved the 


Church, and gave himſelf for it; that he 


might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſh- 
ing of water by the Word, that he might 
| preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 


having 
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having - ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing} 


but that it mould be holy, and without 
blemiſh.“ And ſo again, in the fitſt epiltle 
to the Corinthiang”© Waiting for! the com. 
ing of the Lord Jefus'Chrift, who ſhall alſo 
confirm you unto the end, that e may be 
blameleſs in the day of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.. And alſo in the Benediction of St. 
N Unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore-the oaths >: * enn. 


ing joy. fo Nis qm 
Now, what OM ande me move this to 


head by itſel is, that thoſe, who are much 


Huorchened by the firiving of corruptions; 


may be encouraged in the conſideration; 
chat it is the very office of Chriſt to purify 
that remains in them. He ckat loved us; 
blood, now ſits over us in heaven, to refine 
us as gold and ſilver; and will he forget, 
will he caft off his people for whim he 
died? He gave himſelf for us, that he might 

N fl 9 redeem 


A beſore it? Had divine and ſpiritual things 
any weight? In your natural ſtate you were 


redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto | | 
. - himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 


and you have abundance of ſin in your 


hath brought you out hitherto? Was it 


your ſoul, even poor as it is, and ſurveying: 


. 2 e 


works. True; you are far from perfection, 


hearts; you are exceedingly ſelfiſh; the world 


| has great power; and your fleſh is a mighty 


adverſary: but look back; what were ou 
in former days? Did not corruption carry - 


even dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; did you then 


complain of corruption? Was it your grief 
that you were ſo far from God? But who _ 


your own ftrength, or was it for any thing 


good in you, that the Lord thus blefled you? 


May you not look on the preſent ſtate f 


the purpoſes, the deſires after God and duty, 
the faith, the Hope, the ſhame, the ſorrow, 


that dwells in you, may you not ſay in the lan- 


guage of the prophet, Who hath begotten 
me theſe? And muſt you net anſwer to your- 
lf, It is the Lord; it is he has vrought all 


theſe works in me: and, when you do thus 
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' anforer, can you help ſuggeſting to your- 
ſelf, © He hath begun a good work in mei 
he is faithful d he wil perform, perſect, and 
complete it unto! his day: and this. the ra- 
ther when you conſider— f 
Adly, That he is perfeftly qualified 5 
this offt. New his qualification lies in 
theſe three. things: 1ſt, his ſkill; 2dly, his 
power; 3dlyz;.his care. Neither of theſe; 
three muſt he want, if he be fit for his 

work. Azrefmer of metals muſt have ſkill, 
muſt betkequainted with the quality of his 
metals, the nature of the baſe mixture, the 


method and manner of ſeparation; , he muſt | 


| haye power, a principle that will forcibly, 
diſunite the metal from the droſs, enter into a 
and . paſs through the whole maſs, break in . 
pieces the union, and bring out the metal i into 


a ſeparate ſtate. Withal he muſt be diligent, 
| ſet. over his operation carefully, haye his 


eyes to his fining-pot, and take heed that he; 7. 


do not go to work ſo violently as to injure - 

- the metal, whilſt he is conſuming the droſs. 

And I ſay, Chriſt is ſo qualified for puritying FE 

the hearts of his people: for he is God ma- 
12 9 mifeſt 
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mifeſt in the fleſh; and herber can mant n. 
qualification for this work: a- 
Iiſt, He has ſkill for it. This ! N 
needs have, for in him are lid all i the tre- 
| ſures of wiſdom and knowledge; and if he 
poſſeſſes theſe infinite treaſures, he. muſt 
' needs know the plague of our hearts hat it: 
is, the ſubtleties of corruption, the ſtrong 
hold on which ſin leans, the deviees of Sa- 
tan, and every other adverſary, together- 
with the moſt effectual methods of mortify- 
ing corruption, ſtrengthening grace, diſap- 
pointing the devices of our ſpiritual enemies, 
and of making every thing work for his 
people's good and advancement. Take no- 
tice of that paſſage, All things work to- 
1 gether for good to them that love God.“ 
Hos comes that about? Why Chriſt knows: | 
met how to make his advantage of every thing 
| 3 lor them; and ſo all things, without-excep- 
| tion, work for their good. There is not the 
leaſt circumſtance, but he orders it ſo as to 
make it influential to the mortifying ſome 
1 * fin, to the exerciſing and quickening ſome 
1 grace; nay, and by his wiſe Providence he 
11189 5 | 9 1. : | does 
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does ſo ſuit the circumſtances to the caſe of 
his people, that they are always in that very 
condition which ĩs exactly beſt for promoting 
their purification. If this be true, and we are 
deſiring purification of heart, ſhall we direct 
infinite wiſdom to the methods that are beſt 
fitted for effecting it? If not, hy are we 
ſo diſpleaſed and uneaſy at the methods ys ; | 
with us? St. Paul, like a truly humbled ſoul, 
who thought his Lord knew what was fit fir ; 
him better than himſelf, ſays, in regard of ©” 
the profit he manileſtly received by his ma- 
nifold troubles, © Though our outward man 
periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day:* the weakening of the one was tlie 
ſtrengthening of the other; and therefore he 
adds this as the reaſon why he fainted not 
under ſo great tribulations, -* for our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, work-- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” It would be a fovereigh 
. fupport under all the changes and chances 
of this life, to look on them in this view. 
How can that ſoul be diſcouraged or dif- 
comfited in any caſe, which fees that very _ 
"Sp" caſe 
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© Teaſe adminiſtered to him -for his advahtage 
and advancement in holineſs and greater 
fitneſs for glory? It cannot be, that à foul 
that loves God, and hungers after righteouF- 
= neſs, ſhould be diſcouraged, whilſt that foul 
fees evidently, that its trouble is diſpenſed by 
infinite wiſdom, in order to purification: 
 ,wherefore, when we complain and faint under 
trials and troubles, it is either becauſe we pre- 
fer preſent eaſe to growth in grace, and would 
be better pleaſed to be quiet than holy 
(which is a very ill fign of a regenerate 
heart); or becauſe we ate not ſteadfaſtly 

: e eee ee 
our ſpiritual gaod. | 

mw  2dly, As Chriſt does not want Kill, 1 
bvbeicher does he want power to purge and pu- 
Will | riſy the hearts of his people. This is plain 
from, that one text (and there are many 
others to the ſame! purport), © God hath put 

all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
Head, over all things to his Church: his 
power, therefore, is univerſal; it reacheth 
over all things; and, whatever his power be 
over all things, you Fe the delten of i itz i 3 
da 
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to che Church, for the benefit of his people, 
Here, then, you fee Chriſt has a powef : ab- 
S ſolute over every creature; and it ſo, not one 
ol them can move a ſtep. without him, 
When he permits Satan to go. he may; but 
when he bids him ſtop, there is no going for 
him any farther. It is the, ſame thing by 
every other creature ;, all things are not only 
under his direction, but abſolutely receive 
their whole power of doing any. thing, from 
him. Now, therefore, he has all things vi: 
ſible and inviſible under his hand whereby „ 
to work upon his people; and every creature 
muſt exactly anſwer his deſigns; becauſe no 
creature Gn act at aif wirnout his power; 
nor go a jot farther than his permiſſion 
reaches, ſo that no caſe can be too hard ſor 
him; and every thing muſt work together 
for the good of his ſervants, ſince- he who 
has all power in heaven and earth will have 
it ſo, Take one inſtance of his power this 
way, and that a glorious one: it was needfal 
» that himſelf, in his manhood, ſhould be made 
perfect by ſufferings; it is not meant'thathe _ 
ſhould be perfected in holineſs by them, for - | 
; C's + —_ 
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| ould: perfect our ſalvation. To effect this, 


men; devils, Jews, Gentiles, governor, ſol- 


diers, people, are all let looſe. You may well 


think 'how buſy Satan was with the hearts. 
of the reſt upon this occaſion : there was 
murder in view, and it wag the murder of 
one whofe integrity he could never ſeduce, 
and whoſe life was the greateſt check Satan 
had ever receiyed upon earth; he would 


+ gladly, therefore, have him out of his way, 
| for, no doubt, He perfuaded himſelf, if Chriſt | 


were once fairly dead, he ſhould trouble him 
. longer. Stirred E: by the ; maligniryof this 


2 — 


| wicked ſpirit, rit, what a rage poſſeſſed the whole 
people of the Jews! Nothing would fatisfy , 
but blood Cruciſy him, crucify him!” 80 
chey nailed him to the croſs, and hereon he 
yielded up the ghoſt; hereby he was, made x 
Perfect; every thing, you ſee, was made "= 

- ſerve his defign ; even. his enemy of earth 
and hell. He muſt be made perfect — ow 1 
Hall this be done? Why devils and men 
hall work Ware to mae him ſo. Oh, 
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howg-think- you, did Satan 1 nan 
when he ſaw what he had done! 1 8 
Ist is agreed, then, that Chriſt — moni 
| to, purge and puriſy the hearts of his peoples 
it is agreed in ſpeculation, but is it ſo in 
practice? judge ye every one for himſelf. 
What, hath faith always ſupported you, that 
he is able to keep that you have committed 
to him until that day? In all your ſtruggles 
with ſin and temptation, were you neven 


diſmayed? Did you never think it was too 


hard for you, and that you ſhould not he able to 
endure ? Eſpecially did your heart never fail, 
when you were conſidering the lengrh of che | 
way, and the vaſtneſs of the work? Where, - 
then, was your ſteadfaſt beef. of Chriſt's 
power to keep your foul ? Remember now 
able to. keep.” The firſt t ching yon ſhould ; 
have before you in all actings of faith ig 
Chriſt's power. The belief of that is mo 
difficult, and yet the moſt needful for ug; 
we fancy we believe he is able; but ne 
fooner doth an accuſation of conſcience arife, 
but we ſhrink under the ſenſe of guilt ; and no 
n than our ſouls 
e ge 


* 


of more importance to our peace and pro- 
gels than to be certainly aſſured, that God 


bath put all things under his feet, and given 2 


_ NT CO 
Church. 
Jdly, The Gre et Jekus/i is equal is his 

- Mill and power. We take a wrong view of 
Chrift, if we do not conſider him in his &x- 
aked Rare; in the merit of his obedience un- 
to death, ſet down at the right hand of God, 
and from thence diſpenſing the glorious 
bleflings which he has to beſtow. There he 
| fits to receive returning fi firiners, agd, to con- 
fer upon them pardon, and acceptance with 
God; and thete he firs alſo diſpenſing t the 
needful bleflings of the ſanctifying Spirit. As 
ing, under whoſe feet all things are put, 
de Fits in heaven defending and governing 
bis Church. It is an exalted living Head. 
LFoumuſt thus conſider Chriſt, from the throne 


of his glory admmiſtering his offices towards 
kis people: in this manner he ſeems to be 
or ahaha! the text—as fitting over his 
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7 work, and refffing and purifying tis people. | 
His care in this reſpect is manifeſt: he dots 
not ſuffer the guilt of hell o 
againſt bis Church; he does not 


mis believing e 
that they are able; out er ig flies . 


diſtributes to them grace for! grace. I 
ſays of his Church, by Iſaiah, © the Lurd do 
keep it; I will water it every moment, left 
any hurt it; I will keep it night and dap. 
And the prophet, in another place, ſpeaking 
of the affectionate care Chriſt tales of his 
people, expreſſes it in this tender manner: 
© He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd); . 
he ſhall gather the lambs with: his arm, and 
Por gen eee, 4 
thoſe that are with young; and yet agam 
with more tender ſentiments, Can a wo- 
man forget her ſucking child that ſhe ſhould . 2} 
not have compaſſion on the ſon of her 
- womb? yea, ſhe may forget, yet will not I 
forget thee.” Theſe are ſcriptures which 
abundantly expreſs Chriſt's care of his peo- 
ple, while at the fame time they aſſute us, 
tat care is laid out in watching over, keep- 
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Thus you ſee have perſefly qualifies 
Chuiſt in for ' his work of purifying his ſer- 


yants. He is ſkilful, mighty, and careful, © 
Happy wey who who are under his. diſci- 
line! they go from ſtrength to ſtrength; 
every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God; they are training up for glory; day 
dy day additions are made to their meetneſs 


For: the inheritance of the ſaints; happy are 
the people that are in ſuch a caſe }- Ah, my 


that we were all of that number, - 
un dying with. our days, and grace growing 

as we game nearer our end The Lord of 

his merey grant us all to ſeek the things that 


belong unto our peace, before a 
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AF TER having obſerved at ſhewn, 
chat the people of God, while they are in 
this world, have ſtill remainders of the droſz 
of corruption and ſin, which they need to 
be cleanſed from, as well as to be made 
perfect in grace and holineſs; we proceed to 
remark, that Chrift is repreſented in this 
paſſage as fitting over them to purge and 
. purify their hearts and nature fram ſuch bad 
1 mixtures. 


— 
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| porches theſe ven on” were 
propaſ ed: A a 
1ſt, What » we are to deten by 1 1. 
purifying and purging his people. 
__ adly, That it is the office of Chriſt to do 
this, 44 a 13138 . 
3dly, That he is perfectly qualified for it. 
© "4thly, What means he uſes in doing it. 
 &thly, In what manner he does it. 
In ſpeaking to che three firſt of theſe 
points, it has been made appear, that as pu- 
"rification. is the continual renewing of the 
ſoul nearer to the i image of God, and there- 
bay mortifying and ſubduing more and more 
the power and influence of corrupt affec- 
tions; ſo it was the office of Chriſt thus! to 
purge and purify the hearts of his people; 
and that he was not without that 'wiſtlom; 
power, or care, which are abſolutely necef- 
An for effeRting it wherefore— = 
Athly, Let us now confider by what means 
he carries on his work of purification. Now 
. ſeeing. by whatever means a ſervant of God 
is improved in any grace, or enabled to get 
AN! a | ground 
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ground upon a corruption, thoſe means; in the "1 
view wherein the matter now ſtands before us, 
muſt needs be underſtood as an inſtrument 
by which the great Redeemer works.” All 4 
things mult be underſtood as means uſed by "I 
him \in purifying 'the ſoul, for it is ſaid ex- | 

prefely, that * all things work together for 
good to them that love God: which never- 

theleſs they do not. in any other way but 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe. - But ſeeing it would be | 
. endleſs to take the large compals to which 
the confideration of the ſabje& i in this ex | 
renſive light would lead us; and ſeeing allo = 
our views ſeem to be confined within much 
narrower bounds in the words that imme- 
_ diately go before thoſe of my text Who 
may abide the day of his coming? and who 
ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ? for he is like a - 
refiner's fire, and like the fullex's ſoap;! where 
he is repreſented as cauſing Ape through 
the fire, both that the faithful-may-be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the . hypocrite ; and - alſo} 
doubtleſs, that by the fiery trial the believer _ 
may come out more clean; I fay, ſeeingall this; 
we may content ourſelves with, confining. que 


thoughts. 


ple. And that we may enter into che conſi- 
deration of ſufferings as means of our puri 
fication with more diſcernment, it will be 
adviſable to mention two things here, re- 
- garding the manner how ſufferings work 


the next head; and from both you may ſee 
the tendency which ſufferings have to pro- 
mote ſpiritual purity, and alſo may be better 
prepared ſor what is to be more fully ſaid 
Concerning them, when we come to de- 
ſeribe particularly how they are made 10 
work for our purification. The e 
_ rſt is, That ſufferings become effettuat | 
0 purification, by hringiag oue and making 
evident the corruptions of the heart, and the 
ſtrength and power they have there, which, 
before ſuch ſufferings, were not ſuſpected. 
We are [exceedingly apt to miſtake our- 
flves; and, before we are tried, we fancy 
we have little of this or that luft in us, and 
that we: ſhould ſucceed tolerably well, were 
a. eve into ſuch or ſuch n 
| were 


purification ; though they fall, indeed, under 


4 
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were we reduced to poverty, how patient 
we would be, and contented; were we ſick, 
2 Nr reſigned; were we injured, how ſorgiv- 
ing! But, when the ſuffering comes that is 
fuited hy Chriſt to the purpoſe, then the 
miſtake appears, and corruption ſhews itſelf 
more formidable than ĩt was thought of; upon 
which diſcovery, the gracious heart (an in- 
fallible ſign of which is, to hate ſin more 
chan ſuffering) ſets itſelf againſt it; and by 
the power of the Spirit, rendering che ſuffer. 
| ing effeftual, and given in anfwer to earneſt _ 
prayer, the luſt loſes its force, and the ſoul 
gains adyantage over it, This ig the firſt ching 
regarding the manner how fifferings ban Fi 
come eſfectual to purification. The 
2d is, That, by ſuffering, the out 4 
| Kirred' up to more lively exerciſes of grace, 
and thereby gains ſtrength in it. Sufferings 
force the too fliggiſh believer to renewed . 
exerciſes of ' humiliation, faith, love, and 
« |  teavenlyamindedncs: for in füferinge, l 
tbe religious ſoul ſees no help but in God, 
ſo is ĩt neceflitated to come te him wich pe- 91 
bare 6 When I em in heayineſs 
a I will 


* 
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I will think upon God; when my heart is 
vexed I will complain? out of the depths 
. have I called unto thee, O Lord. And, as 


in ſuffering there muſt needs be a general 


exerciſe of grace in the ſouls reſigning to 


God, fo, aecording to the ſpecial nature of 
the ſuffering, there will be a peculiar exer- 


"iſe of ſome grace more than another, 


which is particularly called upon in ſuch ſuf- 
ferings, whether it be humility, or patience, 
or meekneſs, or contentment; and hereby 
he ſoul advances in ſtrength of grace 
through the Spirit. You ſee by this time, 


dat very ſignal means and ſeaſons of purifi- 


cation are ſufferings; gentle methods, R | | 


ſeems, will not always do with us; and there- | 
fore we are often put into the furnace of 
ſufferings ; and furely, when, we ſe from 
whom' they come, what good they are de- 
ſigned to do us, and what good we may ac- 
dtually receive by chem if we will, we ſhall 


behave very ſinfully, and much to our hin- 


derance, by quarrelling with them. 
Let us proceed, therefore, now to men- 
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which Chriſt works to the purging and puri- 
fp ing his people: and here, though all man- 
ner of ſufferings are made effectual by the 
Head of the Church to this purpoſe; yet 
| I. will mention only ſuch as appear to me in 
"| Ffcripture to have been made moſt iniſtru- 
I mental to the purification of men's hearts. 
iſt, Chriſt by temporal calamities does 
often, mortify the corruptions, and purify 
and improve the graces of his people. We 
may ſce this in a variety of ſcripture caſes: 
that it was good for him to have been in 
trouble, that he might learn the ſtatutes of 
the Lord. I fee Abraham purifying in a 
ſucceſſion of worldly difficulties ; and Joſeph = 
in a pit and a priſon; and the faithful of the 
children of Hrael in Egypt, and the wilder 
derpeſs, and afterwards in the captivity; and 
Job on a dunghill; and Daniel in a den; 
and Paul and Silas in the ftocks. I fee 
| God's people and deareſt children (of whom 
the world was not worthy) lying at the doors 
of the rich covered with ſores, mourning the 
toſs of neareſt and deareſt relations, ſuffering 
ſbipwrecks, 


CHRIST THE PURIFIER, Serm. 3. 7 


ſhipwrecks, beholding their children cruci- 
2 ed before cheir eyes. Nay, I hear of theſe 


things as more peculiarly the lot of the 
- righteous, for I am told of the wicked, that 
they are not in trouble as other men; neither 
are they plagued like other men; and what 
can I think is the deſign of this, but to do 
the ſervants of God ſome ſpecial good; to 
diſengage their hearts from a vain world, 
and to draw them nearer to that bleſſed Be- 
ing, with whom is no variableneſs or ſhadow 
of turning; by worldly troubles-to ſtrengthen 
their ſpiritual grace, and to kill in them the 
love of this world, that they may more 
: 8 | he en r 
We have all known affliction in one N 
or another; either have felt the Wrrows of 
a ſick bed, or have waited by a Neparting | 
child, or parent, or brother, or . Hater; or 
friend : and what have we found the preſent 
effect of ſuch ſeaſons of trouble? I will not 
alk the children of God how it has endeared 
their heavenly Father to them, and taught 
an er eſteem * that kingdom and 
world 


: 
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world where they ſhall ſorrow no more; but 
life, what they have found the preſent eſſtt 
of ſuchprefling troubles? What theft fee = 
on ſuch occaſions, may well ſetve to , 

bow great a tendeney afflictions have to pu- 

rify the hearts of the children of God; and 
ho effectual they muſt needs be to that pus 
poſe, under the conduct of the Holy Spirit. 
And ſay, ye children of this world, hen 2 
have been committing a tender relative to t 
ground, or following a choſen friend and 
companion to the grave; ſay, when ye head 
the awful words, Earth to earth, aſhes to 
aſhes, duſt to duſt; and your eyes had no 
longer power to retain your tears; when you 
have been brought near to che confines of 
death yourſelves, by ſome furious diſorder, 
your life hanging in doubt, and all the lying 
kindneſs of your friends could not perſuade! 
you, that you were not laid at death's door. 

In caſes ſuch as theſe, ſay, what you ſaw, and 

what you felt. What then was the world; and 

all that you had in it, all your wealth and poſ- 

Wer and friends and enjoyments ? what: 

comfort 


— 


| ener THE PURIVIER, Serm. 3. 


| bindet could: you then take in them? Wbar 
relief did they bring you? hat then did you 
think'of every carthly thing? For the time, 
you was dead to it all; fo dead, that you 
. thought you ſhould never love it more. O. 
ſiur mercy! that was all the cry of your heart; 
for a little longer time, was all your ſuit. 
What did you wiſh for time, that you might 
- etjoy the world? No; all on that fide was va- 
nity: but that you might prepare to die, 
provide for your ſalvation, and obtain an in- 
- . tereſt in heaven. It is time indeed. But all this 
was like, a morning eloud, and as ſoon va- 
niſhed away. Time, or recovery, gave the 
/  worldits wonted power; and you looked back 
on the ſcene I have been deſcribing, as n 
| ſome fearful dream that once diſcompoſed 
your ſleep. Yet you cannot forget it: and 
1 own there was ſomewhat in ſuch Fs 
- ſeaſons remarkably. fitted to lead you to re- 
pentance and to God. And, if even you 
conſeſs the bleſſedneſs of afflictions, how 
much more the believing ſouls to whom they, 
are ſanctifiedꝰ And why are they not ſanc- 
| On pops Why have you left the golden 
| "ey 


* 


| neſs of your ſpirit, * Ah! that I had heark-' 
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ſeaſons; wherein you might have gathered 
fruit unto everlaſting life, to paſs by you un- 
improved? was that ſeaſon fickneſs ? and are 
you nothing te better: for all you chen ſaw- 
Se of the world ſtill ? ſtill the ſla ve 
of pride or paſſion, covetouſneſs or pleaſure, 
eaſe or exceſs? and what, have you made a 
covenant with death, that you ſhould never; 
die? are you to be ſiek no more ? or when 


gekneſßs next oommes, and death draws hear, 


to take you from the world; are the one ot. 
the other to come in a more pleaſmmg man - 
ner, that without pain, this without terror? 
| Alas! my brother, the approach of them 
eee 
bly more terrible; the remembrance of for- 

mer ſickneſſes unimproved, and the views: 
you had in them, will haunt your dying eur- 
- tains, and ſpeak horror to your ſoul, which 
at that ſeaſon, at leaſt, you will be ill able to 
endure. Then you will cry out-in the bitter- 


ened to the voice of conſcience, which 
ſpake fo plainly and fo loudly in former af- 
fictions, Ah! that even then J had died 


— 
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humble us for not making better uſe of them; 
may increaſe in our hearts the great duty of 
 thankfolngſs ; may render more practical our 
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Hetter chen, tham now with all che guilt of 


| | that (abuſed: viſitation! of God upon my 


heads” and your dying wonds will be, O tell 
my friends, beſeech my companions fñum me, 
that they ale Immediate” rare | ce 


| ſouls!” : 4 Site: . 10 
"a "EI i send it is 8 


temporal. calamities ate means of their ſpiri- 
tal improvement. We will ſpend the reſt 
of the allotted time in ſtirring, up theſe alſo 


© t0: make due advantage of paſt afflictions. 
But will not this advice come too late? Paſt 
| 2roubles,-as they are gone, ſo is not the uſe 
© of them gote alſo? No; old oorrections may 


do us much good, rightly: managed in our 
thoughts of them; as, for example, a Tight 
remembrance of them, may excite in us x 


lead us to lively actings of repentance; may 


views of the uncertainty of liſe, and of the 
vanity of the world; and, diſtincth conſidered, | 


ew ſo many preſent enemies and ery. 
421158 | a 
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as may animateus to the exerciſe of many ſpe- 
Tial graces, to the performance of many ſpe- 
cial duties. In ſhort, the wholeſome remem- 
brance of paſt troubles may be every way 
rendered ſo profitable, that I cannot but 
thin our forgetfulneſs of them a principal 
oOecaſion of our ſlowneſs of growth i in grace. 
Now if you aſk, How ſhall 1 improve by 
paſt afflictions: 2 1 anſwer Tr 
Iſt. Recolleft, and bring before you hs 
hiſtory of afflitive diſpenſations, as minutely . 
and circumſtantially as you can. Why 
-thould you not remember paſt corrections as 
well as paſt mercies? Eſpecially, when you 
have all imaginable reaſon to be ſatisfied from 
experience, that corrections are not among 
the leaſt mercies. Recollect, therefore, what 
ſickneſſes you have been viſited with; what 
afflictions you have met with in your circum- 
ances; what troubles you have gone through 
in the loſs of relations and friends; what diſ- 
appointments in worldly things have fallen 
upon you; and what of theſe was miniſtered 
to you in the different ſtages of your life? in 
g childhood, youth, manhood, and advanced 
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years; together with the peculiar circum- | 
ſtances of ſuch affli 
brought into it ; how long it continued; and 
in what manner it ended? Be at pains to di- 
geſt in your mind the hiſtory of your trou- 
bles, and the circumſtances of time and man- 


ctions; how you were 


ner, as nearly as you can; for hereby you ſhall 
gain a great inſight into the wiſdom and love 
of God, in his afflictive dealings with you. 
. 2dly, When you have your paſt troubles 
before you, endeavour to ſee what was the oc- 


cCaſion of them. Now, you are fully ſenſible, 

that as God's hand was in it, and he does not 
willingly (and much leſs needleſsly) grieve 
his children, try to diſcover what was God's 
deſign in them; and what that was, it is likely 

+ you ſhall be more able to fee,” now, 15 
Providence has, by what followed, opened to 


you the meaning of a correction, than you 


could well do when you were actually under 
it. Now that you may the better enter into 


this inquiry, you muſt know that afflictions 


have moſtly one of theſe three deſigns; ei- 


ther to bring God's children 0 repentance 


| 4or ſome ſin they have fal'en into, as the three 
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days e of the Iſraelites, to bring 
them to repentance; and alſo, David for his 
fin, in numbering the people: or, ſecondly, 
to. prevent ſome great ſnare to their ſouls 
they were running into, and in danger ok: 
or, thirdly, to exerciſe and ſtrengthen grace, 
becauſe of ſome trying circumſtances they 
ſhould be afterwards in; as was the caſe of 
Juoſeph, before his exaltation. Examimng 
your afflictions by theſe three rules, you may 


come to ſome certainty about the reaſons of |. 


God's. viſiting you: either you was in ſome 
fin, as pride, covetouſneſs, ſloth ; and God 
meant to ſhew it you, and bring you to re- 


pentance for it: or you were in danger by 


means of ſome circumſtance of life you were 
going into, and God meant to ſtop you from 
entering into temptation: or God meant to 
make ſome uſe of you, you were not yet fit 
for; and therefore exerciſed you with ſome. 
ſeaſonable and ſuitable trouble. Now beſides 

the general deſign of correction, which is to 
humble us, increaſe faith and love, and en- 
gage us to live more above the world; be- 


mou 2+ inns to ſearch out the ſpecial de- 
| | D 2+ ſign 4 


ere 
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ſign of every affliftion in this manner, 
cannot but be exceedingly uſeful, inaſmuch 
as hereby we ſhall gain a peculiar infight into 
the caſe of our ſouls, what it has been, and 
thereby what itis ; and, at the ſame time, an 
experimental proof of God's good-will to- 
wards our ſpiritual and eternal intereſt, vaſtly 
confirming to our faith. Having now the 
hiſtory of our corrections before us, and alſo 
ſeeing the deſign of them, | 
| 3dly, We muſt conſider how it has EY 
and ſtill is with us, regarding thoſe things, in 
conſideration of which we were afflicted. 
Therefore, 
ift. How have we lived concerning 
ſuch ſins as have brought at any time correc- 
tion upon us, to cauſe us to repent of them? 


It will be a provoking thing, if we are ſtil! 


any how enſnared by them ; and this ſo much 
the more, if we have been corrected more 
than once for them. 
2dly, If we have been, and are aware of 
ſuch corruptions and ſingular luſts as neceſſi- 
. tated our heavenly Father to ſtop us from en- 
tering into ſuch circumſtances of life, wherein 
we 
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them: if we were of a flothful ſpirit, or if, 
we were of an ambitious turn, and God 
checked us, reſpecting the one and the other, 


how has it ſtood, and how ftands it now 


with us, regarding ſloth and pride? 

Idly, How have we behaved in ſuch cir- - 
cumſtances, places, ſtations, and callings, as 
God was preparing us for by correCtions ? 
Whether humbly towards God and man, 
ſeeking God's glory, and ſtudying to pleaſe 
him? From ſuch inquiry, we may gain 
much matter of humiliation ; and that which 
will put us upon the exerciſe of many preſent 
graces and duties. And this is the Ja thing 
to be done in making uſe of paſt corrections 
to preſent ſpiritual improvement. 

Having learnt from the hiſtory of our cor- 
rections, where the main ſtrength of ſin lies, 
where we are in moſt danger, and where is 
the ſtreſs of what God expects from us, I 
ſay, having learnt this from our corrections, 
for God ſtrikes where the blow is wanted, 
our buſineſs muſt be to watch and contend 


D 3 againſt 


we ſhould have been more apt to gratify. ] 
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againſt ſuch dangerous circumſtances, and be 
diligent in ſuch duties. 


How far you have thus improved and 3 


fited by paſt troubles, judge ye. May that 
God who corrects us for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holineſs, give his 
bleſſing to what you have heard, for his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 


CHRIST 
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the Church, the trouble of living in an evil 
world. And here a ſcene fruitful of trouble 
appears continually before the gracious ſoul, 


CHRIST THE PURIFIER. 


S ER MON IV. 


MALACHI iii. 3. 


Aud he ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifer (t 
fobver ; and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and filver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in rigbte- 


WE are treating now of the means which 


Chriſt uſes in purifying the hearts of his peo- 


ple : theſe we thought it adviſable to confine 
to the head of ſufferings; in which view I 
ſpoke laſt Lord's day of temporal calamities. 
] proceed now to lay before you, as a ſecond 
means of purification uſed by the Head of 
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which is neither inſenſible to the fins, nor the 


calamities of others, nor the diſhonour done 


to God every day. Not to ſpeak at preſent of 
whay the good man often meets with, in his 
own perſon, from ſuch an evil world, let us 
conſider him now only as a ſpeCtator : it may 
be proper to open a little what he beholds, 
that ye may diſcern the affliction that arifes 
to him from this quarter, 

He ſees a great deal of fin in the world; 
he can look no way but it meets him: 
the world he now lives in, is a world lying in 
wickedneſs. Does he read the hiftory of paſt 
ages? and what does he find the general 
amount to be, but a ſucceſſion of pride, am- 
bicion, ſelfiſhneſs, luſt, covetouſneſs, oppreſ- 
ſion, cruelty, treachery, and villany 2 Does. 
he conſider the preſent day, and find through 
the reach of his obſervations, that the face of 
the world is not ſtill marked with the ſame 
characters? Self-intereſt he ſees governing, 
the world, and the regards, due to God and 
man, falling before it. Sin preſents itſelf per- 
petually before him; he ſees it in every place; 
he hears of little elſe hut fin. Solomon had, 
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Vith much care, taken a view of mankind, 
which is laid before us in his Eccleſiaſtes ; 
and which is a deſcription of what the world 
was, and will be, under the guidance of an 
apoſtate nature. Hear his judgment upon 
it in the beginning of the fourth chapter, fix- 
ing only on a ſingle point, that of oppreſſion. 
© I confidered all the oppreſſions that are done 
under the ſun ; and behold, the tears of thoſe 
that were oppreſſed, and they had no com- 
forter ; and on the ſide of their oppreſſors 
there was power, but they had no com- 
forter. Wherefore I praiſed the dead which 
were already dead, more than the living 
which are yet alive; yea, better 1s he than 
both they, which hath not yet been, who hath. 
not ſeen the evil work that is done under the 
fun.” Solomon, you obſerve, was affected 
and afflicted at the thoughts of univerſal fin 
it carried him into a reflection exceedingly na- 
tural to a tender ſpirit ; © that it was far better 
to be out of this world, than in it; and that, 
i this regard, the dead were better than the 
living; yea, he that had never heen, better than 
either of them. But, that you may ſee the 
3 D 5 foundation 
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foundation of Solomon's remark, and what 
it is in the ſins of the world that makes them 
ſo great a matter of affliction to the children 
of God, I will mention three things which are 
the effects of this ſin that is in the world, and 
which the pious heart taking into conſidera- 
tion is much grieved at the thoughts of. 
iſt. He is grieved at the diſnonour done 
to God by the ſin that is in the world. So you 
will find the people of God very ſingularly to 
have been, when the people, in Moſes abſence 


in the Mount, had made a molten calf.” 


Ho was the ſpirit of that good man moved 
as ſoon as he came nigh the camp, that he 
ſaw the calf and the dancing; his anger 
waxed hot, and he caſt the tables out of his 

hands, and brake them beneath the Mount.” * 
You will ſee the fame fpirit in Samuel, re- 
garding the repeated fins of king Saul; and 
ſo in Elijah, when he, boldly confronted all 
the prieſts of Baal; not to mention abundant 
expreſſions of it in the book of Pſalms. But 
bow ſtrongly was this manifeſted in Paul 
Barnabas, when the blind- people at Lyſtra 
were © about to do ſacrifice to them? © They rent 
| their 
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their clothes, and ran in amongſt the people, 
crying out, and ſaying, Sirs, why do ye theſe 
"things ?? And ſo the ſame temper ſhewed it- 
ſelf in St. Paul at Athens; his ſpirit was 
ſtirred in him when he ſaw the whole city 
given to idolatry; or, as it is in the margin, 
full of idols. Nothing comes ſo near the 
true believer as the diſhonour done to God 
in the world; as David expreſſes it, © his/zeal 
conſumeth him, becauſe his enemies (and he 
reckons. God's enemies to be his) have for- 
gotten God's. word,” Then alſo, 
2dly, He is grieved for the preſent miſery 
that ſin brings with it; he feels for the help- 
| leſs infant, incapable of expreſſing the pains 
[ itſelf feels, otherwiſe than by its helpleſs cries: 
OTE... he feels for the fatherleſs and widow; for 
'- __ thoſe that labour under diſcaſes of various 
kinds; for the poor that hath. no helper: he 
feels for diſconſolate parents and orphans who: 
have loſt the ſupports and guide af their 
youth; for thoſe who lament a child or huſ- 
band loſt in war; for the priſoners and cap- 
tive: he feels for the oppreſſed and injured 
by force and power; for the ſtrife and con- 
1 tention, 


Ant 
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tention, and various violence that every 
where abounds. Not to multiply words, ſin 

has made the world an hoſpital, and a ſcene 

of blood, and the ſeat of wrongs; and affords 
ample matter of affliction to the charitable 

Chriſtian, who many times is ready to ery out, 

as unable to bear the miſery which ſin conti- 

nually ſets before him, O that I had wings 
like a dove, for then would I fly away, and 
© beatreft; lo! then would J wander far off, 
and remain in the wilderneſs.” Truly, the 
preſent evils attending the fin of Adam are 
ſo many, and theſe alſo are ſo enormouſly 
increaſed by needleſs evils, which-the fin of 
one and another, the luſts of ſome, the co- 
vetouſneſs of others, the ambition of many, | 
and the pride of more, produce, that no man 
who is not Joſt to the feelings of human na- 
ture, much leſs he whoſe heart is touched by 
the coinpaſſions of God in Chriſt, can poſ- 
fibly conſider them without ſenſibility. 

-3dly, A world lying in wickedneſs, is an 
afflictive ſight to the ſervant of God, becauſe 

he knows the future ruin it will end ih. St. 

Paul was carried into extremity of diſtreſs at 


N 


appeals to God was great, and ſuch as filled 


with their unlawful deeds, while they neglect 


/ 
bo 
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the thoughts of the ſad condition his unbe- 
lieving countrymen were in, which he ex- 
preſſes in a manner ſo awful, fo deep, and 
aſtoniſhing, that you and I may be well 
aſhamed to think how little we feel over pe- 
riſhing ſouls. I ſay the truth in Chriſt, ſays 
he, I lie not; hay conſcience alſo bearing me 
witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that I have great 
heavineſs, and continual ſorrow in my heart; 
for I could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed 
from Chriſt, for my brethren my kinſmen 
according to the fleſh.” The conſideration of 
the miſerable ſtate of their ſouls, and the cer- 


tain knowledge and belief he had of the ap- 


proaching and eternal deſtruction of them 
that know not God, and obey not the goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, begat in him a 
heavineſs of ſpirit, which he moſt ſolemnly 


him with continual ſorrow. It is, indeed, a 


ſenſible grief which the children of this world. 


the ſons and daughters of care, pleaſures, and 
pride, beget in the heart of the child of God; 
they vex his righteous ſoul from day to day 


: 


N 
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to know the things that belong to their peace, | 


and harden themſelves more and more in the 


ways of endleſs damnation. Though he can- 


not prevail with them to repent, and ſo 
much the more becauſe they will not be per- 
ſuaded, he mourneth for them as che good 
Samuel did for Saul, whom God had for- 
ſaken and Hected from e king over 


„ --; - 


Upon all theſe accounts, now ſin . 
this evil world an uncomfortable place to a 


real Chriſtian. Sin is what he hates, and he | 


ſees ſo very much of it, and therewith ſo much 
ſhameful diſhonour done to God, and fo much 
miſery, vexation, and violence brought forth 


by it every day; and withal, he js ſo horri- © 
bly afraid for the ungodly that forſake God's 


law, (what will become of them in another 

world?) that to live in an evil world, is not 

the leaſt of his troubles, even what himſelf 

ſuffers from an evil world being not conſi- 

dered. 1 

HFaving ſhewn, chat the living among evil 

men is a real affliction to the people of God, 

a ve are to conſider it as a means of their pu- 
6 rification. 


* * 
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rification. We fools are ready to complain, | 


that the world is ſo bad, as if we ſhould do 
better if it were not ſo; becauſe then we 
think we ſhould be rid of many temptations, 
which give too often corrupt nature advan- 
tages againſt us; and were there none but 
godly people in the world, how much benefit 
are we ready to imagine we ſhould receive by 
their means to our ſouls? O what a happy 
thing, we have been ready to think, would it 
be, were one living in a place where there 
were none but thoſe who loved God, believed 
in Jeſus, and were waiting for the joy that 
ſhall be revealed ! But Chriſt ſaith, let the 
tares and the wheat grow together until har- 
veſt ;* for while the good and the bad live 
together, not only do the bad enjoy the means 
of reformation, but the good a great means 
of improyement ; and that indeed an evil 
world is a great means of a believer 8 ſpiri- _ 
tual improvement, of mortifying his corrup= 
tions, and ſtrengthening his graces, may be 


made appear by the e conſiderae, ; 


tions. | a 


— 
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ift. That the living in an evil world, is a 
- great means of trying and exerciſing faith. 


Were you in a world where there were none 


to miftake yourſelf, to fancy you had more 
faith than you really had; and ſo when the 
laſt great enemy death ſhould come upon 
you, to be diſcouraged; but when, as it is, 
you live in an evil world, you ſee fin abound- 
ing, and your faith tried by all the force which 
cuſtom and countenance can give; when you 
are often put to reflect, what God will do 
with all this world of ſinners in another life; 
when you ſee the ungodly many times in 
great proſperity ; when you find the number 

of real. Chriſtians to be very ſmall, and are 
daily convinced, they are in truth, but a little 
flock, as you advance more into the know- 
ledge of the truth and ſtrictneſs of a goſpel 
ſtate; when, finally, you obſerve many who 
had made a good appearance of being Chriſ- 
rians failing and falling off; all this brings out 
the natural unbelief of our hearts; proves 
whether your foundations be well laid; puts 


you. ta ſeck the om of true faith; and, 
Ne 


* 

j 

| 
i 
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but regenerate people, you would be apt 
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forcing you continually to the moſt vigorous 
exerciſes of this grace, confirms vo in It, 
Thus you may ſee the faith of the Pſalmiſt 
(Pſal. iii.) exerciſed and improved. Doubt- 
leſs, he was not aware of the weakneſs of his. 
faith, till the proſperity of the wicked was in 
ſome ſingular manner brought before him; 
then his heart miſgives him; his feet were 
almoſt gone; his ſteps were well nigh ſlipt; 
he began to grow envious at the fooliſh, when 
he ſaw how caſy, happy, ſecure, and even in- 
folent they were: well, what does this drive 0 


him to? to the ſanctuary of God; he be- 3 


took himſelf to the ordinances; and then, by 
God's ſtatutes, his eyes were opened; he 
faw the end of theſe men; his faith gained 
ſtrength, and he was helped, over a great 
ſtumbling· block, into a more ſteadfaſt be- 
lief of the promiſes of God. And ſo St. 
Peter alledges this, as the reaſon of his ſtiring | 
up the minds of thoſe he was writing to, 
unto a remembrance of the words of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, that there would be 
ſcoffers walking after their own luſts, and 
ſaying, where is the promiſe of his coming? 
al 
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And hereby he fuffciently/ intimates;- both 
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that the conduct of ſuch evil inen ſhould be 
a trial of their faith, wherein they might be 


ready to ſtumble ; and yet, that, by their re- 


membering the words of the Scriptures, it 


ſhould be a means of confirming them. 


2dly, Living in an evil world, is a great 


means of mortifying the love of life, and en- 


gaging the affections to things above. Such 


as the world is, and full of fin as it is, we are 


hut too fond of it. What then would be the 


caſe were the world juſt to our wiſh, and 


every one about us juſt what we deſire? Do 
we know, that we have a love of this preſent 


world in us? What can convince vs of it in 
ſo ſtriking a manner, as that we are yet un- 
willing to leave the world, though we ſee no- 
thing but ſin in it? and when we thus ſee the 


love of the world that Temains, what ſo. 


ſulted to mortify it, and to engage us to the 
Ferch of better and higher chings, than the 

very ſight of the world itſelf? In fact, the 
ſinfulneſs of the world has this effect upon 


the gracious heart. When you reflect upon 
the wickedneſs that is done under the ſun, 
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67 
and by peculiar cireumſtances it is brouglit 
home to you; you may find an edge put 

upon your deſires after God, and the ne- 
world wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. Your: 

| ſoul grows ſick of this dungeon and fink of 
- iniquity 3 and you loathe yourſelf, that you 

Hhhaye any value for things on earth. Your 

ſoul cries out, like David in the wilderneſs, 

My ſoul thirſteth for thee ; my fleſh longeth 

for thee in a dry and thirſty land, where no 
water is, to ſee thy power and glory.” kan 
adh, Living in an evil world, is a ſpeciat | 
means of mortyying ſelf-will, and improving 
meekneſs. Were all of that temper and con- 
duct they ought to be, humble, obliging, and 
condeſcending ; think you, would this mor- 
| tify, or indulgeſelf-will? Or how then ſhould 
Ve learn meekneſs? Ye how could it be 
exerciſed? How then ſhould we fadly de- | 
ceive ourſelves, and, while we enjoyed } our * 
own will, be forward to think there was no 
| ſuch thing as guilt in us? But an evil world 
ſhews, hat ſpirit we are naturally of; brings 
us one way and another perpetually co the. 
teſt; arne out the lurking deſire of having 
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our own way; and becomes an eminent 
means of teaching us a gentle and quiet ſpirit. 
Think you, Moſes had gained much lengths 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs, had he not been 
converſant with fuch a ſtubborn people as 
Iſrael? All their murmurings were but means 
of his watching over his heart, and, through 
grace, of his gaining een victories over 
himſelf. 

Athly, An evil world is a great” means of 
mortifying ſelfiſhneſs, and inereaſing Chriſtian 
love. Were all about us righteous, we ſhould 
never ſee the ſelfiſhneſs of our ſouls; for love 
would then only take the pleaſing way of joy 
over ſaints ; and becauſe] we were greatly 
pleaſed, we ſhould imagine we had much of 
love. But the beft proof of love in this 
world, is in compaſſion towards ſinners, if we 
may judge by the love of Chriſt; and how 
- little we have of that, how ſhort we fall in 
"compaſſion towards ſouls, a world lying in 
wickedneſs plainly convinces us; we fee how 
little we love by the little we feel, and the 
leſs we do, for the greateſt objects of compaſ- | 
, ſinners led 1 15 by the devil at 's 


.. 
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will; the frequency of the object increaſes 
the ſelf-reproof, and begets a louder cry for 
. Chriſt-like pity, Self appears ſtill to be be- 
hind, by the coldneſs of our endeavours and 
Prayers; and this increaſes our importunity 
for renewing grace; and that forms the heart 
into a growing temper of love. I might 
ſhew you in other inſtances, how a ſinful 
world is a means of the believer's purifica- 
tion; but what you have heard are abun- 
dantly ſufficient for the purpoſe; as alſo to 
reconcile us to our lot in a ſinful generation, 
as well as to engage us to admire the wiſdom ' 


of God in all, and to be ſenſible of his ine 


preſſible love, which makes the ſins of others 
turn to our advantage. 
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Marcy iii. 3. 


Hud be fra fit ax a Refmer and Purifer of fl. 
ver: and be ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and ſilver, that they may 
Mer unto the Lord an Mering in righteouſ- 


. 


V V E are treating now of the means Chriſt 
makes ule of to purify his people from the 
remainder of corruption, ſtrengthening by 
them, and building up the power of godli- 
neſs. Sufferings of every kind were thewn 
to be his ſpecial inſtruments in this work ; 
that as the refiner- puts his precious metals 
into the fire, and there tortures it, as it were, 
to purge it from the droſs, ſo Chriſt does by 
his beloved people; he often brings them into 
28 | eg 


—— o 
— — — 


— ' > ws 


- 93939 LE I ́ ũ 


6 EF ˙¹—! EA ABD 4 iy Ie 9 1 4 GE AG RBI EE aa e — 


72 CHRIST THE PURIFIER, Serm. 5. 


the furnace of afflictions, and there cleanſes 
away their impurities, ſanctifying their hearts. 


n 
{if 


— 


I have already endeavoured to ſhew, firſt, that 


| temporal calamities; ſecondly, that a world 


lying in wickedneſs, wherein the. people of 
God are conſtrained to live, are means of 
their purification; and proceed now to a third 
means, by which Chriſt purifies his people; 
and this is perſecution, In n to this, 
it is neceſſary 

iſt. To obſerve, what is meant by Sx 
cution. To perſecute, is to purſue and hurt 
another in word or deed, by fraud or force, 


ſecretly or openly, for religion or righteouſ- 


neſs fake. The nature of perſecution | lies 
not in the meaſure of the ſuffering, but in 
this ; that what ĩs ſuffered, be it great or lit- 
tle, is for the ſake of religion. So that per- 
ſecution is not confined to taking away the 

life, or to ſome great ſpoiling of goods or 


eſtate, for then the word of God ſhould not 


be true; that all who would be godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution; ſeeing 
doubtleſs, many that have never been called 


to theſe more intereſting trials, who, never- 


it 
M 


Serm. 5. CHRIST THE PURIFIER. 73 
thelch, for the fake of a good conſcience, 


have one way or other been made partakers , 


of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; whether by re- 
proach or ridicule, or being treated as the 
filth and off-ſcowering of the world: yet, on 
the other part, let no man think heis perſe- 
cuted, if, by the humour and invention of 
His own brain, or in ſhort, by any thing he 
undertakes without the warrant of God's 
word, he brings upon himſelf troubles. It is 
only when, by refufing to hearken to men, 
rather than to God, we bring them upon us, ; 
that we may be ſaid to ſuffer perſecution, 
2dly, I obſerve, that perſecution, in one 
ſhape or other, is the lot of all God's chil- 
dren in this world. This appears moſt ex- 
preſsly from the Scripture before alledged, 
< all, of whatever age or country, that will 
. Chrift Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 
cution. Which, in fact, has been true from 
the 1 of the world; as appears 
throughout the Scripture hiſtory, from Abel, 
to the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and 
as it is aſſured to have been the caſe in the days 


of Abraham and thoſe of the Apoſtles. As 
17 2 | E ; then 
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then he that was born aſter the fleſh, perſe- 


cuted him that was born aſter the ſpirit; even 
ſo it is now.” It would indeed, at firſt fight, 
ſeem ſtrange, that not a ſingle ſoul ſhould be 
able to ſerve God faithfully, without bring- 


ing the world upon him for it; for then you 


will be ready to ſay, is the world ſo wicked 


as to hate others only for loving God ? E- 
pecially when their love of God brings upon 
the world no manner of damage. The truth 
is, the world, however wicked, is not ſo 
fooliſh as to own it hates any only for ſerving 
God; nay, for the moſt part knows not it 
hates them for that reaſon; but their natural 


enmity againſt God, deſperately riſing up at 


the ſight of any who are like him, and mov- 
ing their heart to diſpleaſure. againſt them, 


finds ſome colour or other of blame in them, 


under which the malignity of the heartſcreens.. 
itſelf even from the obſeryation of thoſe it 
poſſeſſes, takes hold of it eagerly, and ſets 


blers of Iſrael,” without itſelf ſuſpecting, per- 
haps, the real cauſe of ſuch diſaffection in 
the heart ; nay, poſſibly 1 "I _ what . 


it 
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it does, is for God's ſervice. *© Becauſe I 
have taken you out of the world, therefore, 
for that reaſon and no other (whether the 
work know it or not), doth the world hate 
you.” So that there. is ſuch a foundation for 

n.in the heart of fallen man, that 

g what i is  inſtanced by Scripture example, and 
| determined by Scripture declaration, is alſo 
manifeſt from the very ſtate of apoſtate man; 
and, unleſs the whole world ſhould become 
godly, to ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake muſt 
be the lot of the children of God D 
Idly, It muſt be obſerved farther, that all 
their ſufferings are in the hand of God. God 
does not give up his children to be a prey 
unto the rage of a blind world: he lets the 
world looſe. upon them in meaſure, and al- 
ways under his own direction: and even when 
he does thus ſuffer them to be tempted, it is al- 
ways as they can bear, himſelf always ſtanding 
by, and making them a way to eſcape. This 
doctrine Chriſt again and again inſiſts upon; 
1 ſay unto you, my bros. be not afraid of 
them who kill the body; are not five ſpar- 
| rows ſold for two farthings, and not-one of 
vol. E2 them 
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them is forgotten beſore God? but even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered; 
fear not, therefore, ye are of more value 
than many ſparrows.” And what he thus 
preaches, himſelf was an example of. Him, 


faith Peter, in his firſt ſermon to the Jews, 


© being delivered by the determinate counſel 


and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, F 


and by wicked hands have crucified and lain.” 

Which was the very thing Chrift himfelf-de- 
clared to Pilate, © Thou couldeſt have no 
power at all againſt me, unleſs it were given 


_ thee from above.“ But moſt amply is this 


. doctrine declared in Iſaiah, O Aſſyrian, the 
rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their 
hand, is mine indignation. I will ſend him 
againſt an hypocritical nation, and againſtthe 
people of my Wrath will I give him a charge 
to take the ſpoil, and to take the prey, and 
to tread them down like the mire of the 
ſtreet. Howbeit he meaneth not ſo, neither 
doth his heart think ſo, but 1t 1s 1n his heart 


to deſtroy.” It is true, God ſpeaks here of 


his people when they were dealing inſincerely 
wich him, and ſo what they ſuffered, was in a 


way 
5 ty 


- 
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way of wrath ; but” ſtill it was to reform them. 
And. if Goddeal-thus with his people in their 
fins, how much more ĩs it he that doth controul ; 
all the rage of their perſecuting adverſaries, 
when chey are indeed his dutiful children? 
Wherefore, if to ſuffer for righteouſneſs 
fake is the lot of God's children, and what 
they ſuffer this way is under his direction, 1t 
muſt needs follow, 
Atchly, That ſuch ſuffering i is a means of 
doing them good, of purging away their cor- 
ruptions, and purifying and exalting their 
graces; and this it neceſſarily does in theſe 
four reſpects: 

1. As, through the grace of God, it mor- 
tifies their love of worldly eaſe. 1 

2. As it ſubdues the pride of eſteem. 

3. As it exerciſes their faith in Gd. 
4. As it quickens in them the grace of 
- ſt; Suffering for righteouſneſs” ſake is a 
means of purification, as it contributes to 
mortify in the children of God their natural 
love of worldly eaſe. It is not only the un- 
m__— who have that deſire of caſe} which 
WM 8 E 3 is 
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s ſo ſtrongly expreſſed in thoſe words of our 


Lord, © Soul, take thine eaſe; eat, drink, and 
be merry: words, which in the full ſenſe - 
of them, and expreſſive as they are of a ſtate, 
belong only to the children of this world ; but 
yet do ſo far concern Chriſt's ſervants, as to 
deſcribe a ſtate which they alſo are too much 
inclined to. To have all about one obliging, 
agreeable, and ready to gratify our humours, 
to have nothing to trouble us, or put us out 


of our way, to be poſſeſſed at leaſt of what 


we need, ſo as to be able to fit down quietly, 
and without being under obligation or diffi- 
culties; who will ſay (who, that knows 
any thing of his heart), that this is not a ſtate 
his heart would be ſtill fond of, while yet he 
knows it would peculiarly tend to give him 
up to the preſent life? Our Church has taught 
us to fear in ſuch circumſtances, and to pray 
that God, in all times of. our wealth, will 


vouchſafe to deliver us; that we may not for- 


get ourſelves, and grow reconciled to the 


world in ſuch eaſy circumſtances. How much 
need there is we ſhould thus fear and pray 


is er plain, from the care, as we find in 


Seri pure, 


_— r — 
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Scripture, which God has uſually taken with 


his people by a variety of diſappointments to | 


preſerve them from the infection of worldly 
eaſe, But no affliction ſeems ſo directly calcu- 
lated to this purpoſe, becauſe none ſo laſting, 
as the diſcountenance, the diſlike, the diſplea- 
- ſure of the world for righteouſneſs' ſake. 
Could ſuch a one as St. Paul once think of 
worldly eaſe? and why not? Becauſe he 
knew that every where tribulation did betide 
him. He had ſuffered much he ſays; and 
was looking forward, expecting to fill up what 
was behind of the ſufferings of Chriſt, A 
Chriſtian muſt part with his eaſe; for the 
contrary temper and conduct of the world 
will not permit him to keep i it: neither is it 
poſſible for him to hold on wich Chriſt, with- 
out ſacrificing a variety of things which make 
life eaſy to the fleſh; and withoutenduring ſuch 
things from the world, as difappoint the love 
of caſe, and render it leſs and leſs, what he can 
ever hope for. The leaſt thing that falls un- 
der the name of perſecution, the very cold- 
neſs of friends, and mockery or reproach, 
* the plan of worldly en) oyments, 
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b ſo long expreſſed in thoſe words of our 


Lord, © Sos take thine eaſe; eat, drink,'and 
be merry: words, which in the full ſenſe 
of them, and expreſſive as they are of a ſtate, 
belong only to the children of this world ; but 
yet do ſo far concern Chriſt's ſervants, as to 
deſcribe a ſtate which they alſo are too much 
inclined to. To have all about one obliging, 
agreeable, and ready to gratify our humours, 
to have nothing to trouble us, or put us out 


of our way, to be poſſeſſed at leaſt of what 


we need, ſo as to be able to ſit down quietly, 
and without being under obligation or diffi- 
culties; who will ſay (who, that knows 
any thiug of his heart), that this is not a ſtate 
his heart would be ſtill fond of, while yet he 
knows it would peculiarly tend to give him 
up to the preſent life? Our Church has taught 
us to fear in fuch circumſtances, and to pray 
that God, in all times of. our wealth, will 


vouchſafe to deliver us; that we may not for- 


get ourſelves, and grow reconciled to the 


world in ſuch eaſy circumſtances. How much 
need there is we ſhould thus fear and pray 


is ſufficiently plain, from the care, as we find in 


8 peng. 
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Scripture, which God has uſually taken with 


his people by a variety of diſappointments to | 


preſerve them from the infection of worldly 
eaſe, But no affliction ſeems ſo directly calcu- 
ted to this purpoſe, becauſe none ſo laſting, 
as the diſcountenance, the diſlike, the diſplea- 
ſure of the world for righteouſneſs ſake. 
Could ſuch a one as St. Paul once think of 
worldly eaſe? and why not? Becauſe he 
knew that every where tribulation did betide 
him. He had ſuffered much he ſays; and 
was looking forward, expecting to fill up what 
was behind of the ſufferings of Chriſt. A 
Chriſtian muſt part with his eaſe; for the 
contrary temper and conduct of the world 
will not permit him to keep i it: neither is it 
poſſible for him to hold on with Chriſt, with- 
out ſacrificing a variety of things which make 
life eaſy to the fleſh; and withoutenduring ſuch 
things from the world, as diſappoint the love 
of caſe, and render it leſs and leſs, what he can 
ever hope for. The leaſt thing that falls un- 
der the name of perſecution, the very cold- 
neſs of friends, and mockery or reproach, 
one the plan of worldly enjoyments, 
5 E 4 and 
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and 9 every expectation of it to bo 
fruitleſs. Now, when ſuch and. ſuch a 
trial is over, I ſhall be eaſy, is the believer 
ready to ſay: but, when experience has 
taught him that he has made a wrong calcu- 
tion, and «that fill trials remain on the 
| part of the world, the hope of preſent eaſe 
| ii — diminiſhes, and he becomes reconciled to the- 
if croſs. 
" _ 2dly, Suffering for righteouſneſs' ſake, is 
LE. 2 means of purification, as it mortifies the 
itt love of eſteem. This, every one knows, who 
knows but a little of himſelf, is among the 
principal of thoſe enemies, which are within 
us, to the power of practice of true Chriſ- 
tianity, to love the praiſe of men, more . 
than the praiſe of God: therefore, to be 
| biaſſed in conduct, from what is ſtrictly after 
111 God's will, to that which is of report in 
| the world, is what we ſee daily, is what it is 
to be feared we all too much feel, and are in 
dome degree influenced by. And, if it be 
thus with a Chriſtian, while the wortd in af- 
fection and reproach is againſt him, what 
li ud it be, did his religion and worldly rer 
| putation 
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putation grow together? and the better he 
was; the more eſtee med and regarded? Woe 
unto you, faith Chriſt, when all men ſhall 
ſpeak well of you; for ſo did your fathers by 
the falſe prophets ;' they preached to your fas 
thers ſmooth things, and: ſo got cheir good 
word; and you fee Chriſt has no good word 
for him, but pronounces a woe upon ſuch. 
Woe unto you! why ſo? not ſimply becauſe 
the world ſpeaks: well of you, but, becauſe 
you cauſe. them to do ſo, by a conduct that 
is in conformity with the world. From 
whence ie follows, that when a man's conduct | 
is not in conformity with the world, but he 
walks as Chviſt alſo walked, the world will 
not ſpeak, well of him: it will ſpeak ill of 
him ; he ſhall loſe his worldly favours. But 
then, when hereby he gets the world's woe, he 
obtains Chriſt's bleſſing. © Bleſſed are ye when 
men. ſhall- ſpeak. all manner of evil 

you falſely for my name's ſake ; great is your 
reward in heaven, in the kingdom of grace 
and that of glory. The reward in glory in 
ſuch a caſe is manifeſt; but how in grace? 
| Why, among other happy circumſtances, no- 
E 5 | thing 
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thing ſhall contribute more to mortify in you 


the deſire of man's praiſe, and more engage 
you to ſeek the praiſe of God: when we ſee we 
cannot keep man's eſteem with a good conſci- 
ence, we ſhall be more ready to part with it, 
and the pride of reputation ſhall yield, as 


there is no maintaining it; and, being inured to 


reproach, the ſoul wall grow more content to 
ſuffer | it, 


- gdly, Suffering for righteouſneſs” ſake, is 
à great means of exerciſing faith and truſt in 
God, and thereby of purification. It is ſaid, 
© Curſed is he that putteth his truſt in man, 


and maketh man his help, and in his heart de- 
| parteth from the Lord.” And this, indeed, 


is a word that comes very near us, both ſtrik- 


ing at the root of all worldly dependence, and 


condemning us bitterly as far as we truſt in 
any but God. The words deſcribe, in the 


ſtrongeſt manner, the very heart of a world- 
ling, which knows no other ſafety but in 


worldly ſupports. But, is the child of God. 
fo clean eſcaped from all worldly truſt, as to 
live purely by faith? or, in this reſpect, 
doth he not pray his faith may be increaſed? 
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We know God hears the prayers of his peo- 
ple: and how does he anſwer this prayer of 
theirs? Why, he permits them to ſuffer 
for his name ſake; Their reputation is taken 
away, their intereſt is ſtruck at. What can 
they do? there is no help for them but in 
God: they fly to him; every thing they ſuf” 
fer makes them do ſo: he gives them deli- 
verance; or, which is better, he gives them 
comforts. So their faith in God ſtrengthens 
by perpetual diſcipline, and worldly truſt 
dies away. Suffering for Chriſt's fake, news 
a man ſignally his worldly confidence, his de- 
pendence on the arm of fleſh, his willingneſs 

to have ſomewhat in hand, and not to truſt - 
all to God, and the cleaving of his heart to the 
world. And as it ſhews him this, ſo it brings 
him to humble himſelf before God for his 
diſtruſt, to cry for confidence; in God, and, 
conſequently, to grow more and more into. 
hving by faith. 

Athly, Suffering for religion, e FR 
grace of hope. Where could an Apoſtle 
get comfort in perſecution, but in the joy ſet 
dn him? Or, do you judge St. Paul 

| E 6 would 


94 CHRIST THE: PURIFIER. Serm. f. 


would have had his converſation fon much in 
heaven, had. it not been that his enemies 
forced him continually to look thither for 
preſent ſupport? Our light affiiciien (Gith, - 


he) which is but for a moment, worketh for. 


us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” You ſee here where his eyes 
were fixed, and what it was that engaged 
him ſo attentively to have in view the hea- 
venly kingdom. And you ſee farther, that, 


5 by many troubles, being repeatedly drove to 


conſider his better hope, he was come to 
make little account of his indeed moſt heavy 
tribulations, to eſteem them light, and to 


ſpeak of them as if they were nothing. But 


what, has God no other children but his 


' Apoſtles? Such honour have all his ſaints, 


He puts them all into the furnace, ſuffers the 
world to riſe up againſt them, tits up their 
fouls, ſhews them they are not at 

home in the body, makes them ſenfible this 
is not their reſt, leaves them little or no quiet, 
conſtrains them to be looking forward, con- 
vinces them we are but ſtrangers upon earth, 
* them to ſeek * better country, 
more 
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© more and more to fix their hearts on trea- 

ſures that wax not old, that are eternal in the: 
heavens, and abundantly to expect and long 
after that new heaven and new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs. 

Lou may ſee by all this, how ſufferings for 
righteouſneſs' ſake, are a bleſſed means of pu · 

rification. And we may learn from it not to let 
our hearts faint, or our hands to hang down in 

any caſe, © ſeeing God ſo wonderfully ordereth 
all things, as to make all things work together 
for our good.” Well we may cry out, O the 
riches of the wiſdom and knowledge of God; 
how unſearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways paſt finding out!' © Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; for as much as ye know that your la- 
bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
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SERMON VI. 
Marachr ii, 4 


And be ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifer of 
Aver; and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an ee in _ 
r | {is 


AMONG the various methods uſed by 
the Head of the Church, in cleanſing and 
purifying his people, we have confined our 
views to the point of ſufferings, as being 


more eminently made to ſerve this important 
purpoſe. In which light we have already 


© _ . conſidered temporal afflictions, the troubles 


that ariſe from living in an evil world, and 
ſufferings for righteouſneſs fake, I pa on 


now, 
4thly, 
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Athly, To treat of | temptations, as another 
ſpecial means of promoting ſanctiſication in 
the children of God. Temptation bears di- 
vers ſignifications in the Holy Scriptures: 
One while it ſignifies God's tempting man; 
as it is ſaid, he did Abraham, to prove and 
make manifeſt the grace that is in him. 
Other whiles, it fignifies man's tempting 
God, either by diſtruſt, which was the great 
fin of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, or, by 
preſumption, w which was what the devil would 
' needs have led Chriſt unto, If thou be the 
Son of God, caft thyſelf down from hence.” 
Then again, ſometimes it ſignifies the fug- 
geſtions of the devil; and at other times the 
_ enticements of our luſts. It is in the two- 
latter ſenſes that I purpoſe to ſpeak of temp- 
tations, endeavouring to ſhew you, tliat, by 
the ſuggeſtions of Satan, and the enticements 
of luſt, there is occaſion taken by Chriſt to 
do his people good. Now, here, ſeeing it is 
moſt certain that the fleth is perpetually nt 
ing againſt the ſpirit, by ſending up its ſinful 
motions into the mind, and ſeeing alſo it is 


not leſ certain that the devil is alike buſy, 
| 3 either 
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either working with, exciting, and inflaming 
the motions of concupiſcence, or caſting 
into the minds ſuch monſtrous thoughts, as 
evidently enough ſhew from what quarter 
they come; and which, nevertheleſs, ean 
give the devil no advantage againſt us, any 
farther than they have influence to ſtir and 
excite, ſome luſts of the fleſh : I ſay, ſeeing 
theſe two enemies do work together in the 
matter of temptation, it will be improper to 
conſider them ſo diſtinctly, as if in everx 
temptation they had not both a ſhare: and 
yet, ſeeing! in ſome temptations: the devil; 
and in others the fleſh, bears the principal 
part, it is adviſable not altogether to con- 
found and mix them. But, while I am fpeak- 
ing of temptations, - the method propoſed 
confines me to thoſe which are afflitive and 
grieyous,, and bring much trouble. And 
therefore, to ſpeak of che ſubject in this 
view, I =, confine: myſelf ta a ſingle point, 
temptation to dgſpair; in which there is indeed 
a working together of the devil and the fleſhy: 


and yet, (as the caſe 895 ſometimes the one, 
n ins $678) ; | 1 nd 
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and at other times the other, ſeems to have 
che principal pat, 16-14% 
- Now you will vinderſtand, that all termp- 
tations to deſpair work upon and by two 
ſpecial luſts "of the fleſh, pride and unbelief. 
The former of which by murmuring, the 
latter by doubting, gives occaſion to OW 
Hence, diſcouragement, heartleſſneſs, and 
deſpair. When pride and unbelief are ſet at 
working, whether by their own natural act- 
ings in certain caſes of the ſoul, with a more 
covered attempt of the devil, or whether 
they be ſtirred up by a more bold and open 
aſſault of the adverſary, then there is a temp- 
tation to deſpair. And what I have to ſhew 
is; that Chriſt takes advantage of ſuch very 


grievous temptations to do his people good, 


to mortify their corruptions, and confirm 


their graces; which J ſuppoſe he does in a 
very ſignal manner by this very means, per- 


haps many times beyond any other, making 
uſe of this to ſtabliſh and advance his peo- 


ple. So unſearchable are the ways of God, 


that his worſt enemies ſhall be made ule of to 
=P forward his work, by endeavouring to 
| me em 


tt 
** 
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overturn it. O how Happy, how ſafe, that 
ſoul, which is in the keeping of Chriſt! 
Lt us now mention a cafe or two of temp- 
tation to deſpair, in the view that lies before 
us. And eee 
iſt. The faithful ſervants of Chriſt may | 
ſometimes be brought into much trouble of 
mind becauſe of their ſins; they can ſte no- 
thing in them as they ought to be; they: are 
ſo bad, ſo full of corruption, they do no- 
thing at all as they ſhould; they are 
exceedingly diſcouraged, their hearts faint 
within them, they have no hope of mercy 
preſent with their ſpirits, every thing ſeems | 
againſt them, neither doth there appear any 
way of eſcape. In this heavineſs of ſpirit, - 
becauſe of ſin, there is a ſecret, but moſt 
ſtubborn riſing up of ſelt-righteouſneſs, pride 
manifeſting. itſelf in various circumſtances 
tending to deſpair; ſuch as a kind of bitter 
anger at heart, that we are thus and thus; 
a ſullenneſs like that of a perſon diſappointed; 
becauſe we cannot be what we would; a deſ- 
perate wilfulneſs in complaining and reſuſing 
comfort, together with an aptneſs to fly in 
_ God's face, with a why doſt tliou thus deal 
„ - with 


hs 


CHRIST. THE PURIFIER. Serm 6. 
with me? With theſe pecviſh and violent 


workings of pride, the devil joins in at the 


fame time with all his force, heaping . toge- 


ther all the accuſations he poſſibly can upon 


the conſcience, ſetting out every thing in 
the moſt diſcouraging light, and inſinuating, 
that there is little proſpect things will ever be 


better with the ſoul. Meantime, unbelief 


alſo js raging, deliverance ſeems hardly poſli- 


ble, all the means of deliverance appear in- 


ſufficient, fo many things ſtand. in the way, 
ſuch guilt behind! The ſoul is ready to ſink 


under the burden, almoſt determined to give 
. alloverfor loſt ; in a word, at fuch ſeaſons, all 

ems driving to deſpair, under the conduct 

of pride, anbelief, and Satan. And fuck 


ſeaſons there are with: many who are ſeriouſly 


ſeeking the ſalvation of their ſouls, Indeed, 
it does not appear how any can be ſafe from 


them; while pride and unbelief ate in us all, 


and the devil is ready at hand to work with 


them. If we are not thus tempted. and diſ- 
treſſed, it is owing to the power and care of 
Jeſus reſtraining the malice of the devil, as 


well as the rage of our luſts. Neither is ijt 
conceivable how a ſincere foul ould be free 
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of this vexation, but by being kept in deep 
humility, and in lively exerciſes of faith. It 


is in the defect of theſe that many have been 
kept in the diſtreſs I have been deſoribing for 
years together; and that ſome in peculiar cir- 
cumſtances have known inexpreſſible tor- 
ment of mind under ſuch temptation. This 
is one temptation to deſpair. And I will add 
to it one other, viz. 
2dly, Horrid ſuggeſtions from the devil. 
Now this is a temptation which has its force 
partly in the ſame pride and unbelief, and partly 
in ignorance. The devil ſometimes talces the 
foul in the advantage of the former temptation, 
and, when the mind ĩs oppreſſed with, the for- 
midable apprehenfions above ſpoken of, adds 
to them his own fearful ſuggeſtions, conſiſting 
of black and monſtrous thoughts regarding 
God, and thereby urging farther to deſpair, 
and, when he can, to violent purpoſes; at other 
times, he avails himſelf of the ignorance of 
fertous people, forees in upon their minds the 
moſt abſurd and wicked imaginattons, which 
they, either miſtaking for their own thoughts, 
* be their own ſins, are miſerably 
& of affrighted 
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affrighted at, and by them not 3 
driven to a degree of diſtreſs, that robs them 
almoſt of their ſenſes, and leaves them under 
inexpreſſible anguiſh and diſcouragement. 
It is pride, unbelief, and ignorance, by which 
the devil gets opportunity of caſting in his 
black ſuggeſtions, and by them of raiſing ſuch 
à ſtorm of trouble in the ſoul, as none but 
thoſe, who are acquainted with it, can be 
aware of. Now, whether the devil do take 
hold of pride and unbelief already ſet at work 
in the heart to graft his ſuggeſtions upon 
them; or whether he takes advantage of 
our ignorance to ſtir up natural pride and 
unbelief, and to ſet them to work the matter, 
it is nearly the ſame. Pride grows impatient, 
and weak faith lays little reſtraint upon it: ſo 
the ſoul is all in uproar, peace is quite ba- 
niſhed, and every thing ſeems ruſhing to the 
very brink of deſperation. Such are the 
temptations under conſideration; in which, 
however Chriſt be diſhonoured by the hard 
|} thoughts, through pride and unbelief, con- 
i | ceived againſt his power or love, he does. 
| forſake his poor diſtreſſed oh bur ſtill 
| l; #7 11, 1 8 | 
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keeps their faith utterly from failing, while 
to their ſenſe and feeling it is quite gone; 
moſt wonderfully ſupporting them they know 
not how, and exerciſing to wards them ſuch 
jar and critical diſpenſations of provi- 
dence and grace, as to themſelves are moſt 
aſtoniſhing, after a cool recollection. But is 
this all? Does he no more than preſerve and 
ſupport them? Think you he thus lets Sa- 
tan, with his two blackeſt furies bred in hell, 
pride. and unbelief, looſe upon them without 
ſome gracious deſign? No; he makes. this ds, 
alſo many times, this eſpecially, work. for 
their good. How ſo? Why, | 
| 2dly, He takes occaſion by theſe tempta- 
tations very much to humble the hearts of 
thoſe that are exerciſed by them. They 1 
grow more ſenſible perhaps than any other 
perſons of their exceeding ſinfulneſs, and are 
laid lower abundantly before God. They 
are peculiarly afraid of meddling with ſin, 
and of the diſpleaſure of God., They own, in 2. 
very experimental and practical manner, 
their own weakneſs and inſufficiency, and are 
FW of 480 the leaſt thing that might 
n grieve 
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leave them to themſelves. In a word, un- 
der theſe temptations, Chriſt has taught them 
to know what they are; and thiat pride, ſelf- 
will, and independency, are not reer 


in a creature. 


Idly, By theſe reden e be occa· 
ſion to ſhew them the ſinfulneſs of their un- 
belief, and to make them watch and pray 
againſt it. However terrified they were at 
their adverſaries, and miſtruſtful of God's 
mercy, and power, and love towards them 
in the day of their trouble, they are not 
now leſs humbled' and aſhamed in the re- 


membrance of their ſinful doubt, fear, and 


impatience. Nothing now appears to them 


ſo baſe, unworthy, and di ſhonourable to God, 


as unbelief. That they ſhould treat God as 


a Har, that they ſhould treat him as falſe and 


forfworn, that they ſhould treat him as weak 
and forgetful,” that they fhould murmur 


againft him in the evil day, ſet/up their will 


againſtchis quarrel, and grow angry at his 
ways wich them, and ſtubbornly reſuſe to 


wal his time, and fubmit to his methods 
* ng ; 5, of 
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of deliverance. Theſe things are now their 
ſhame and grief. 1 
He takes occaſion by theſe temptations t to 
let them ſee the pride and unbelief that is in 
them, which, if undiſcovered, could neither 
be lamented nor mortified. Before this, 
they knew not they had ſo much pride and 
ſelf-will in them, or did not well know what 
unbelief meant. Theſe are deep ſpiritual 
iniquities in the ſoul, which lie far out of 
ſight, and require ſome ſmart diſcipline to 
bring them out, and force them to ſnew- 
| themſelves in their true colours, as the moſt 
obſtinate and peſtilent ſins in the nature of 
fallen man. Before ſuch temptations, ſuch _ 
pride, ſelf-will, and unbelief, were not ſuſ- 
pected; and the perſon thought himſelf on 
a tolerable. footing reſpecting them. But 
when in ſuch temptations they have made 
their true and proper appearance, and the ef- 
fects of them have been found ſo exceed- 
ingly deſperate, then their malignity and ob- 
ſtinacy are become manifeſt, the reſidence of 
them in the heart is noted; they are lamented, 
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. prayed againſt, and reliſted, as the. r 


and vileſt of all ſins. That 
4thly, He takes occaſion ws 


tions abundantly to engage the hearts of thoſe 


who have been exerciſed by them into an 


eſteem and value of the goſpel. They have 
been taught to ſee by their troubles, that 
their help ſtandeth in the name of the Lord 
who hath made heaven and earth,” that other 
help is all vain, and that there is but one way 
for them, which is, to commit their ſouls to 
God, as to a faithful Creator. They have 
been taught the worth of Jeſus by dear- 
bought experience; they ſee their all laid 
up in his hands; they are rejoiced to be in ſo 
ſafe keeping; they ſay, with tranſport of 
ſpirit, Who is he that ſhall be able to pluck 


me out of his hands?” They have been 


taught now to underſtand better what that 


-meaneth; Chriſt of God is made unto us 
wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, 
and redemption; and this is all their ſalva- 


. and all their deſire. 


Sthly, He takes occaſion by theſe tempta- 
don to kill in them earthly affections. They 
| have 
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have been driven to ſtraits, out of which all 
che wealth of the world could not help them, 
in which all the pride of life could not a jot 
refreſk them, and under which all pleaſures, 
though lighter than vanity,* muſt be a very 
burden. To talk of comfort to them from 
worldly things in the day of their calamity, 
were to attempt to force back a ſtorm with 
the breath of your mouth. Then they ſeek not 
what others own to be the vanity of the world; 


and what they then felt, is not ſo forgotten, 


but that it is their firſt care to ſeek the king- 
dom of God, and his righteouſneſs. Make 
them ſure of an intereſt in Chriſt, let it be 
certain that God 1s theirs, and they have - 


what they want and ſeek for. Let who will 


take the honours, dignities, and pleaſures of 
life, they only deſire to do their duty in the 
world, while God leaves them in it. In 
ſhort, not out of a peeviſh diſcontent, but 
upon a deliberate choice, upon trial and ex- 
perience, they refuſe the things which are on 

earth, and chooſe thoſe which are above. 
6thly, Once more; he takes occaſion by 
theſe temptations to improve a bleſſed ſpirit 
5 E e 
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Serm. 6. 
of meckneſs i in thoſe that are tried by them. 
Self-will has, as it were, done its worſt, and 
ſpent itſelf; and the whole man is become 
more tame and manageable. - He has learnt 


to be ſubmiſſive under the hand of provi- 
dence, quiet when God ſtrikes him, and 


ready to render up what God calls for. He 


is more ſubject to the divine guidance; and 
reſpecting his concerns of a ſpiritual nature, 


acquieſces with the diſpenſations of the ſpirit, 


and waits with patience the mortification of 
ſin, and the growth of grace. He has more 
of the lamb in his conduct to others; like his 
Maſter, he is not ready to open his mouth, 
rather ſuffers wrong, yields his own way and 
humour, and is kind and condeſcending. In 
ſhort, the edge of his own will is taken off, 
the height of his lofty looks brought low, 
the unrulineſs of his ſpirit broken. His ſpi- 
ritual troubles have helped him forward in 


meekneſs. 
Thus you ſee now, how Chriſt turns the 


devices of the enemies of his people upon 


themſelves, and makes the rage and malice 
of Satan a ſignal occaſion of promoting 
grace 
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grace and holineſs in his people. And from 
what has been ſaid, we may make this plain 
remark, that ſince it is in the pride and un- 
belief of our hearts, that theſe grievous. 
temptations have their main foundation, our 
buſineſs is conſtantly to maintain, and dili- 
gently to improve; a humble ſenſe of our- 
ſelves, and a lively faith in God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, By which only, we ſhall be either 
preſerved from finning, when we are thus 
tempted, or be in the way of receiving a 

bleſſing by the temptation. | 

It may rot be proper to diſmiſs a diſcourſe 

of this ſort, without remarking, that the 
temptations you have heard deſcribed, - are 
not the effects of what people affect to call 
melancholy; a term, indeed, now a-days 
very liberally beſtowed on all ſerious reli- 
gion. If a man is brought to a right uſe of 
his reaſon, and, becauſe he is perfectly ſure 
there is at hand a future ſtate of glory, ſets 


himſelf to ſeek it in the only way it can be 
obtained, by living according to the goſpel 
of Chriſt, the cry preſently is, The man is 
melancholy. Ah! my dear brethren, would 
to God I could ſee you all ſeized with this 


F 3 melancholy, 
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melancholy, if it muſt be called fo!- I am 
ſure it would bring you much joy in the end. 
Nay,” it may be ſaid, but we don't think a 
man melancholy. for being a ſober ſerious 
Chriſtian; but you will not deny, that 
what you have been deſcribing; is not very 
comfortable. True! But what then? Is. 
not Chriſtianity. a warfare, and can a man 
fight without enemies? And, if there be 
enemies, will they not bring the Chriſtian | 
warrior, as well as any other, into ſome 
trouble? Is not the war, this land is engaged 
in, good? Or, would you that we ſhould 
deeline it, and give up all to our enemies, 
beeauſe it is attended with expence of men 
and money? You- would unqueſtionably 
condemn and call for juſtice on that ſoldier, 
who ſhould ſhew himſelf a coward in the day 
of battle; and be ready to ſay, had you been 
in his place, you would not have ſo miſbe- 
havedi And how then can you caſt blame 
on Chriſtianity, becauſe it engages men to 
ght? or raiſe objections to it, becauſe there 
are enemies in the way; who bring the Chriſ- 
tian ſoldier into ſtraits? or, why will you 
call that madneſs and melancholy, which is 
ies. hat 
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but the genuine conſequence of a man's hav- 
ing to deal with ſpiritual, yet real, enemies, 
who are expert, and active, and powerful? 
The plain truth is, that they, who talk at this 
rate, are very cowards ; they know they ought, 
but they know they dare not look the devil, 
world, and fleſh, in the face: and fo are en- 
deavouring to keep cowards in countenance,, 
by railing on thoſe who have more courage 
than themſelves, and by heaping, upon: them, 
reproach for thoſe very ſcars, which in any 
other war would bring them the higheſt ho- 
nour. In fact, if we are ſtrangers to tempta- 
tion, © It is becauſe we have not really in- 
liſted under Chriſt's banner.” And I muſt 
leave every man to judge, how the great Cap- 
tain of Salvation will receive ſuch at the laſt 
day, who, though they have called them- 
ſelves his, yet have given up his cauſe into 
the hands of his enemies, becauſe they would 
not fight. O ſirs, in the name of God, let 
us look forward to that day, © when they 
that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 
to ſhame and everlaſting contempt.” 
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And be ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of fil- 
ver : and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and filver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſ- 


neſs. 


WI are now at liberty to return to the 
ſubject ſuggeſted in theſe words; and which 
we were obliged by the late ſeaſon to lay 
aſide. I have undertaken to explain and 
improve the matter contained in them, 
the office of Chriſt in the character he here 
bears, of the Purifier and Refiner of his 
people, in an illuſtration of theſe ſeyeral 
points, namely ; 


Fs iſt. 


106 CHRIST THE PURIFIER, Serm. 7. 


1ſt. What is to be underſtood by his 


purging and purifying his people. | 
2dly, That it is his office to do i it. 


3dly, That he is perfectly qualified to do 


2 


Athly, The means he uſes in this his 
work. And 

5thly, The manner in which he doeth it. 

Having diſpatched the three former points, 
we are now, under the fourth head, conſider- 
ing the means which Chriſt uſes to purify and 
purge the hearts of his people from remain- 
ing corruption, unto a growing purity and 
holineſs. And, though in fact he does make 
all things work to this effect, yet, ſince the 
principal of all his methods is ſufferings, and 
it ſeems alſo to be that method only, to which 
the words: of my text have a reference, we 
have confined ourſelves to them in theſe dif- 
courſes ; and have already ſpoken: of tempo- 
ral. calamities, trouble ariſing from living in 
an evil world, perſecution for righteouſneſs' 
fake, and temptations. from corruption and 
the devil. I will now endeayour, 


4 1 Sthly, 
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* 5thly, To ſhew you, that, by ſearching 

trials of their graces, the Head of the Church 
does greatly purify and exalt the holineſs of 
his people: by putting the grace that is in us 
to the proof, he improves it, and thereby 
diminiſnes the influence of corrupt nature. 
Fhis it may be proper to exemplify in ſome 
ſpecial inſtances. 

1ſt. Sometimes he brings us into r 
trials of our faith, that by them he may the 
more diſengage our hearts from the love of 
worldly things. The ſtory of Abrahams 
being commanded to ſacrifice his ſon, readily 
preſents itſelf to our view in proof of this. 
Iſaac was the child of promiſe, the very 
child with whom God would eſtabliſh the 
covenant he had made with Abraham. Fhis 
was the very word of promiſe a year before 
the child was born. And Abraham could 
not think that in any other Iſaac whom God 
might give him by Sarah, in place of this 
which was now to be ſacrificed, there ſnould 
be a reſtoration of the promiſe and the co- 
venant; for he knew the promiſe was made, 
and the covenant after him entailed upon 
F 6 | this 
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this very Iſaac who ſhould be born unto him 
at © that very time in the next year.” The 
proof which Abraham's faith was put to, there- 2 
fore, was even no leſs than this, that he ſhould 
believe God would, becauſe he had ſaid ſo, 
make that very Iſaac, whom he was about 
to ſacrifice with his own hand, the heir of the 
promiſe ; the very perſon by whom God 
would make Abraham and Sarah the father 
.and mother of nations. This you will own 
was putting his faith to the proof indeed. 
For what a ſeeming impoſſibility ? Iſaac ſhall 
be the father of many nations: yet I am 
now by the command of God to put him to 
death. But he accounted, that God was 
able to raiſe him up, even from the dead ; 
and expected, without any doubt, he would 
do ſo. For he knew that God's word muſt 
ſtand.” So he puts his hand with cheerful- 
neſs to the knife to ſlay his beloved Ifaac. 
What could be God's deſign in this, you 
will fay? He tells us himſelf; it was to tempt 
Abraham; i. e. to try and prove him. But 
why ſhould God try Abraham at fo ſevere a 
rate? The anſwer is, God did ſo; and that 
8: implies, 
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implies, there was a ſufficient reaſon. . But 
was this any mark of God's love to Abra- 
ham? Certainly it was. Abraham was 
the father of the faithful; he muſt therefore 

15 be a grand example of faith. God therefore 
wrought up this grace of faith in him, by a 

variety of diſcipline, to an amazing height. 

But in no inſtance did the power of the Spi- 

rit work ſo mightily upon him, as in this laſt 

trial, which was a noble concluſion of his 
extraordinary life. By this laſt trial, his faith 

was exalted to the fulleſt aſſurance; to a pitch 

it had not reached before; as appears by 

his fears, not many years before, forcing him 
to the practice of a downright lie in Egypt; 

and by his ſinful unbelief, when God firſt 

made known to him his purpoſe of giving 

| him a child by Sarah. The love of life and 
| eaſe had had their place in Abraham as well 
| ax others; he had unbelief to maſter as well 
as we. And you muſt believe him more 
than a man, if you imagine the command 

1 td ſacrifice his Iſaac, did not put his faith in 

| God, and his parental fondneſs, to the laſt 
proof; and raiſe ſuch objections from the 

ſide 
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ſi de of his corrupt nature, as made the trial 

as neceſſary for his own ſoul, as it was for 
85 glory of divine grace. But is Abraham 
ſingular? Is our faith ſo ſtrong, as to have 
excluded all doubt in any place; and the ob- 
ject of it, the bleſſed God, fo near and dear 
ts our hearts, as to have diſengaged us from 
all creature-love ? Need we not, that our 
faith ſhould be proved, and put to thoſe 
trials which, by co-operating grace, will 
ſtrengthen and increaſe it, and exalt us to 
greater victory over the world? And has the 
faithful Head of the Church left ſo much as 
one of his believing people without ſuch 
trials of grace, as have contributed to the 
increaſe of their faith and love ? Look back, 
and you will ſee in your ordinary courſe, that 
from the world, the men and things of it, 
have ariſen to you a perpetual ſucceſſion of 
trials, which have ſhewn you your unbelief, 
and ſecret reſpect to preſent conſiderations, 


under which, nothing but grace quickening, 
your faith in God, and faithfulneſs to him, 


could give you any ſupport; and by the 
continual and unavoidable exerciſes of which 
| you 
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you have found increaſe in thoſe happy and 
divine diſpoſitions of heart: and your caſe: 
muſt have been very peculiar, if you have 
not been called to more extraordinary trials 
of faith and love in the way of your duty; 
if you have not known ſeaſons not altogether 
unlike this of Abraham, wher God's com- 
mand lay upon you, driving you to ſuch a: 
ſtrait, that you muſt either renounce Chriſt, 
or what was deareſt to you in the world, the 
very Iſaac of your heart: and ſay, whether 
your ſteadfaſtneſs in ſuch caſes has not had a 
happy influence to exalt you farther above the 

world, unto a living more by faith. 
2dly, Sometimes again Chriſt puts us 
upon ſuch proofs of our faith, as wonderfully 
diſengage us from the fears of men. There 
was plainly a great deal of fear of man in 
the heart of Moſes, perhaps more a great 
deal than ever he had thought of, when the 
Lord appeared unto him, to ſend him into 
Egypt, to bring out God's people and his bre- 
thren from their ſlavery there. This you may 
ſee at large, in the third and fourth chapters 
of Exodus. Yet you ſee what was the iſſue; 
how 
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how bold was Moſes become, to look Pha- 


raoh in the face, to deliver God's meſſage, 
and to demand his ſubmiſſion thereto! And 
what was the reaſon of this great change ? 
What ſhould render him who, but a little 
while ago, was ſo cowardly, by and by, after- 
wards, ſo undaunted as not to be afraid of 
the wrath of the king? Why, his faith was 
increaſed and ſtrengthened ; -God had work 
for him to do; he orders him to do it; Moſes 
dared not diſobey : but his faith was weak, 
he had no courage to go; well, faith got the 
better of fear; and, in the end, ſo ſtrongly 
prevailed, that Moſes was bold as a lion, 
How will any one ſay, that this ſevere trial 
of his faith was not a great bleſſing to his 


ſoul? or, that if he had not been brought 
into it, he would not have remained in that 


fame fearful ſpirit which cauſed him firſt to 


fly from Egypt? Yet, when he was called 


out to go to ſo great a man as Pharaoh, to 


carry a meſſage ſo diſagreeable to him, and 


therefore ſo dangerous to the meſſenger, he 


found, you ſee, great pleadings in his heart 
againſt it. No doubt he was diſputing, why 
. ſhould 


{ 
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ſhould I be ſent rather than another? Here 
I am at preſent, far enough out of harm's 
way: and muſt I be thruſt into ſuch a buſi- 
neſs as this? No doubt he was earneſtly wiſh= 
ing to be excuſed. That appears evidently 
from the pretences he made, Who am I 
that I ſhould go. unto Pharaoh, and that I 
ſhould bring forth the children of Iſrael out 
of Egypt?” No ſooner is this pretence an- 
{wered, but out comes another, © They will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto me. And 
when that alſo is ſilenced, ſtill as another 
at hand, © I am not fit for the work, I am 
ſlow of ſpeech, and of a ſlow tongue. And 
when that neither can be admitted, out he 
comes bluntly with an, O my Eerd, ſend 
1 pray thee by the hand of him whom thou 
wilt ſend;* as much as to ſay, I do not care 
to go, ſend therefore by ſome other. Now 
ſay, if the Lord had taken him at his word, 
what had Moſes got by it? or, what ſhould 
have helped him over the ſinful fears of his 
own heart? He would have forſaken his own 
mercies, would God have ſuffered him. But 
ſeeing the command was peremptory, and 

God 
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God would not diſcharge him from. it, he had 
grace enough to go, though you find it was 
trembling; and you have heard how he was 
bleſſed in his deed; how this proof and ex- 
erciſe of his faith wrought to the ſanctifying 
his heart from flaviſh fear. And now I leave 
yourſelves to judge, as many as have ac- 
quaintance with a work of grace, whether, 
when you have been called to a ſelf-denying 
duty, you have not found the fears of Moſes, 
and the very pleadings in your hearts which 
he made before God? I would farther aſk, 
whether theſe fears have not ſometimes pre- 
vailed, to cauſe you to decline duty? And 
when they have, whether you have not been 
unfaithful to your own ſouls by this diſobedi- 
ence, encouraging unbelief, and confirming” 
fear within you? Whereas, when conſcience 
has ſtood faſt, and you have gone to duty 
with how much ſoever fear, you have gained 
a victory over yourſelves ; faith has gained 
ground, and fear loſt it; and that fo much 
the more, as the trial has been ſevere and 
prefling. By the care and love of Chriſt, 
his people have always their reward in their 

labour ; 
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labour; for the duty they do, he is ſure to 


pay them in hand; and he always orders it ſo, 
that his glory and their intereſt go forward 
together. What has been ſhe wn concerning 
love of the creature and fear of men, might 
be made appear with like evidence in all 
other caſes. But I will mention only one 
other inſtance, wherein the good effect of 
being brought to trying duties,, does much 
promote our purification, And that is, 
3dly, That the being obliged and called 
to public profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, 
in the midſt of a haughty world, is a ſignal 


means of. mortifying in us the love of man's 


eſteem. We all naturally love the praiſe of 


men more than the praiſe of God. Nay; 
and when we are regenerate, there is a ſad 
hankering within us after the eſteem of men. 
Whoever knows any thing of his own heart, 
knows this. He perfectly knows, that he does 
not at all want to make aſhew of religion; 
(as a blind world interprets all profeſſion of 
Chriſt) but that were he to hearken to his 

heart, he ſhould furely chide it through 
ſhame, and to keep fair with thoſe who are 
* not 
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not the friends of it. But Chriſt will not 
have the matter lie here. Every one, that 
calls himſelf his diſciple, ſhall own or diſown 
him. He brings them all to the proof. Here, 
he ſays, is my kingdom, let the world know 
by your conduct, that you belong to it. 
Here are my people, love them, take them 
by the hand: what anſwer do you make? 
Are you for us, or againſt us? Nay; but if 
you forbear to own us through ſhame, you 
are againſt us. Here, alas! how many fail? 
Is it not ſo? Is it not a common caſe, that 
many would be Chriſtians, but they are 
aſhamed to be ſo? I doubt not, many a 
conſcience in this place is even now bearing 
teſtimony to the truth of what I ſay: they 
would be Chriſtians, but they are aſhamed : 
they know their caſe is bad, but what can 
they do? They dare not for the preſent : 
they think hereafter, and in other circum- 
ſtances, they ſhall do better; ſhall not be 
much laughed at; or ſhall not ſo much need 
to mind it, if they are. Thus they deceive 
their own ſouls ; come near to the kingdom 
of God, but do not enter, and will not go 

to 
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to heaven, unleſs they can carry the eſteem 
of the world with them thither. But this is 
not the caſe of all. The truly humbled will 
not yield to their ſhame ; but ſince it is their 
duty to own Chriſt, they will do it; let 
whatever reproach follow, they will own 
Chriſt. That is to ſay, they will do what he 
bids them, however particular it makes them. 
They will follow him, and not the ways of 
the world; they will abſtain from all practices 
which bring diſhonour to him, and give of- 
fence to his people. This they will do; and 
they will not be beaten out of it by all the 
authority of cuſtom on the other part, nor 
by all the reproach you can load them with. 
Now theſe are true diſciples; they confeſs 
Chriſt before men, and he will own them 
before his Father which is in heaven. But 
in the mean time, they find a ſad hankering 
after worldly eſteem, are charging themſelves 
daily with it, and praying earneſtly for delive- 
rance from it. Well, and Chriſt hears them: 
and how, think you, does he anſwer their 
prayers, and ſet their ſouls in a larger room? 
Why, he calls upon them to make ſome 
more, 


* 
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more public profeſſion ; he brings them into 
circumſtances. where they cannot decline it 
with a good conſcience; he bids them come 
forth, and makes them ſenſible there is no 
drawing back, though their hearts would 
needs have it fo; they call on him for help; 
he ſtrengthening them, they do not deny 
him: and what is the iſſue? Even this, 
that they find the efteem of the world brought 
into greater ſubjection, and that they are en- 
abled to act more in the ſpirit of the Apoſtle, 
© not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt.” 
Doubtleſs, as grace is improved, ſo is 
corruption mortified by diſcipline, And, 
while ſome think ſtrangely they have no 
ſhame of Chriſt, having never made any 
profeſſion of him, others may take this 
comfort to themſelves, that the more ſhame 
they ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake, the leſs ſhame 
they ſhall have of him in their hearts; the 
more preſſing the reproach is without, the 
leſs powerful will the dread of it be within. 
We may now properly conclude what has 
been faid ; the reſult of which is in general, 
that 
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that trials of grace are ſpecial means of pu- 
rification ; with theſe two remarks: 

Firſt, that it is as much folly as fin, for 
us to deſire to be our own directors; and 
that for this plain reaſon, that we ſhould 
moſt certainly chooſe to be excuſed from 
thoſe duties, which we have now ſeen are 
very ſpecial means of our purification. 
Would Abraham, think ye, have choſen to 
facrifice his Iſaac with his own hands? Or, 
had Moſes been left to his own guidance, 
would he have liked to go upon ſuch an er- 
rand as God ſent him? Or any one of us, 
ſhould we fall upon fuch ways, if we were 
at our own liberty, as would bring us to 
ſhame in the eyes of the world ? No; they 
and we are the children of Adam. If we 
were our own carvers, we ſhould ſurely 
fall upon ſuch methods for our purification, 
as were not very burdenſome to the fleſh, 
and would do us no manner of good. 
It is our wiſdom, as well as our duty, to 
deſire God may direct for us. He will un- 
queſtionably miniſter to us ſuch things 

art 


we are to ſteer by. 
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are exactly fitteſt to forward the ſanctifi- 
cation of our hearts and lives, that great 
work to be done here, in order to our be- 
ing made meet for the kingdom of glory in 
heaven. | 
Secondly, Since Chriſt makes the greateſt 
trials of grace, the greateſt means of im- 
proving it, we muſt not be ſo much our 
own enemies, as to decline any duty God 
calls us to. We may not run upon trials: 
that is preſumption, and has no promiſe of 
a bleſſing. But when duty calls, we muſt 
obey, whatever the caſe be; otherwiſe, by 
diſobeying God, we rob ourſelves of the 
intended bleſſing. Obedience to God's will, 
according to God's word, 1s the compaſs 
By warping a little 
from it, we may eſcape a trial, but ſhall 
miſs a bleſſing: by keeping to it, God will 
keep us. And though it may bring us into 
preſſing circumſtances, yet, never into any 


— — 


wherein we ſhall not be ſopported, and 
which alſo ſhall not work for our ſpiritual 
8 Be cloſe, therefore, with God's re- 

vealed 
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vealed will, There lies your wiſdom 


Never ſtart from that on any conſideration. | 
"Tis that is the courſe which ſhall bring | 
you to increaſe of grace here, and to 

abundance of glory hereafter, through Jeſus | 


Chriſt our Lord. 
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And he ſpall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of 
 foer; and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord un offering in rigbte- 
ouſneſs. | 


WE have been attempting to ſhew the 
means which Chriſt makes uſe of, for effect- 
ing that work of purification in the hearts of 
his people, which is here referred to: and to 
the inſtances already produced, I now, in 
the 
th and laſt place, add, that he overrules 
their very falls into fin to this happy putpoſe. 
The people of God, though regenerate, are 
liable to fall into ſin. If this were denied, the 
G 2 conſequence 
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| conſequence would be, as far as Scripture ex- 
19 ample can teach us, that there have been no 
| ſuch perſons as have been really regenerate. 
| ! Noah fell into a very groſs fin in his ſecurity ; 
I; and ſo did righteous Lot after him; and Abra- 
Mam once and again, not only told, but acted 
a he. It is hard to ſay of David, whether 
| he was more notable for his ſins or his re- 
| pentance. Peter not only denied his Maſter, 
but afterwards, in the full enicyment of all his 
q furniture Of grace and gifts, fell into a baſe 
tompliance with the fear of his heart, being 
| deſirous to pleaſe them that were of the cir- 
cumciſion. The truth is, regenerate per- 
3 ſons are but in part renewed, and have in 
them ſtill the natural, as well as the new and 
l ſpiritual, principle; the body of fin dwells in 
} them, and their will is but too ready to cloſe 
i} in with its motions, which alſo it would al- 
| ways do, were it not that it is ſupported 
[ againſt them by the immediate, actual, and 
i! powerful operations of the Holy Spirit in 
| every caſe. When there is not a ſtrict wateh 
kept over the body of fin, and its motions 
| are not inſtantly rejected; when the natural 
3 ä pride 


— 
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pride of our own ſtrength has gained a ſecret 
aſcendancy, and of courſe we do not lean upon 
the arm of God; then temptation coming, 
corrupt nature (as the very nature of it is) 
riſes up to join with it; the unſupported will 
conſents, and fin is brought forth. So that, 
unleſs it could be made appear, that in rege- 
neration the whole body of fin is quite con- 
fumed and done away, it cannot but be, that 
the people of God, in this world, are liable to 
fall into fin. But the point before us is, that 
Chriſt takes occaſion, by the very iins of be- 
hevers, to advance their ſanctification. I am 
not inſenſible, how ready careleſs and unrege- 
nerate perſons will be to ſatisfy themſelves in 
the thought, that the beſt do ſin, and if ſo, why 
is it not as well with us as others? While, there- 
fore, I am ſpeaking of the point before us, it 
will be exceedingly proper to have this poor 
pretence continually in view; and, while 1 
am ſhewing the love and power of Chriſt, in 
taking occaſion by the very ſins of his people 
to do them good, to make it plain, too, that 
the unconverted ſinner has not the leaſt 
ground of hope from the falls of the righte- 
| G 3 ous, 
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ous, becauſe, from the beginning to the end 


in this matter, his caſe and theirs are utterly 
different, 
To explain this matter, therefore; in the 
one and other of the views propoſed, let us 
take the caſe of Peter in denying Chriſt for 
our guide and pattern, adding, as need ſhall 
be, ſome illuſtrations from the caſe of Da- 
vid. And from the caſe of Peter, I will en- 
deavour to ſhew you what goes before, and 
what follows the falls of God's children; and 
in both cafes, let us conſider alſo, from the 
inſtance of Judas in betraying Chriſt, what 
goes before, and what follows after in the 
ſins of the unregenerate. | 
Iſt, Let us conſider what goes before in 
the falls of God's people ; adding alſo what 
precedes the fins of the*unconverted. And 
it appears from the caſe of Peter, that the 
people of God, before they ſin, have loſt 
much of their fear, through a ſelf-confidence 
that lies in their hearts; © Lord, I am ready 


to follow thee to priſon and to death; and; 


though all ſhould forſake thee, yet will not 
I.” This was talking very high: there was 
no ſenſe of the power of the body of fin in 

| Sy | | this. 
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this. It was not talking like one who had 

been told, © that without Chriſt he could do 
nothing.” Peter had evidently left all for 
Chriſt; as Chriſt's follower, had no doubt 
ſuffered the reproach of his Maſter ; without 
queſtion, had many times ſtood up boldly in 
the face of Chriſt's enemies; had gone out and 
preached in his name, wherever his Maſter 
ſent him ; and it is paſt diſpute, he was ſe- 
cretly puffed up on this. What, ſhould he 
fail, that had ſtood long, and done ſo much? 
He that had owned Chriſt fo often, ſhould he 
now deny him through fear? This was very 
unlikely. There was little apprehenſion he 
ſhould be ſuch a coward as this. Thus, 
through long experience of God's keeping 
them, his people are wont to loſe their fear of 
falling, to be ſecretly puffed up, as if now there 
was little danger, and that ſmall queſtion need 
be made of, at leaſt, their acquitting them- 
ſelves well; and this is the firſt ſtep in them 
towards a fall, and a ſure forerunner of ſome 


ſhameful conduct coming after. 
2dly, The next ſtep is ſlothfulneſs, which 
all along goes after the heels of fearleſs ſelf- 


G 4 confidence. 
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confidence. Riſe and pray, left ye enter 


into temptation,” ſays Chriſt, © What need, 


ſays Peter, © there is no danger; my eyes are 
heavy, I will lay me down and ſleep a little.“ 
Self-confidence makes believers ſlack and 
remiſs in ſpiritual duties. There 1s a coldneſs 
come over their hearts; the fleſh pleads ; 
they do not make a reſolute reſiſtance, nor 
ſtir themſelves up to pray; for they do not 
ſee their need of it as uſuol. 

3dly, Slothfulneſs, thus indulged, begets 
ſenſibility. Chriſt's repeated exhortations 
made no impreſſion upon Peter; ] tell thee, 
Peter, before the cock crow, thou ſhalt de- 


ny me thrice.” What could be more cloſe, 


perſonal, and alarming ? Yet Peter felt it not. 
Then what reproof could be more touching 
than what came after ? © What, could ye not 
watch with me one hour?” Vet it made no 
impreſſion. No more did the repeated call to 
prayer. The word was ſharp, but ſtill made 
no impreſſion. Juſt ſo it is with us all: when 


pride has made vs ſlothful, floth makes us 


inſenſible. We hear and read the word of 


God, as if we did not either read or hear it. 
Warnings 
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Warnings do not teach us; judgments do not 
alarm us; expoſtulations do not quicken us; 
the word of God, as to the effect it was wont 
to have on us, has loſt its edge. After all 
this, follows 
4thly, Running into temptation. What 
buſineſs had Peter in the High Prieſt's hall ? 
Had his Maſter ordered him to be there? or 
was he called thither by any duty ? He was 
not come to own his Maſter, to ſtand by him 
in this hour of darknefs, if poſſibly he could 
have been of any ſervice. It is too evident. 
Why then did he come? Out of curioſity. 
He came to ſee the end; like a ſculking 
coward, he would thruſt in among the crowd, 
to ſee what they would do with Jeſus. Thus, 
when through ſelf-confidence, we are grown 
ſlothful, and are fallen into a ſleep and in- 
ſenſibility, which God knows we all are lia- 
ble to ſink into, then, being off our guard, 
we venture into needleſs temptations at the 
| inſtance of one bad thing or another, which 
has gained an aſcendancy in our hearts, whe- 
ther vanity, or idleneſs, or pleaſure, or co- 
yetouſneſs, or pride. After this, follows 
G 5 Laſtly, 


130 CHRIST THE PURIFIER, Serm. 8. 
Laſtly, The fall, And what elſe cou'd' 


be expected from Peter than what he did? 


Every way he was ready for it: he had not 
the ſtrength of God to keep him: his confi- 
dence had carried him into temptation, and. 
he was cold, lifeleſs, and utterly inſenſible to 
all apprehenſion of duty: ſo he denied Chriſt; 
yea, and with ſuch ſtrong circumſtances of 
fear, as would make any. one wonder who 
knew not his own heart. Peter ſhould now 
be brought very low. This now was the 
progreſs of Peter's ſin: yet, after all, his 
was the ſpot of God's children. It was a ſin 
of infirmity, not of malignity; of ſurpriſe, 
not of contempt. He was brought into it, 


contrary to the general purpoſe of his heart, 


and through a ſecret, not allowed, practice of 
natural corruption. Therefore, in every 


reſpect, it was quite another thing from the 
conduct of Judas in betraying his Maſter. 


This will appear by the bare mention of 
ſome circumſtances preceding the fin of Ju- 
das. As | | 

iſt, While the general purpoſe of Peter's 


heart was for Chriſt, the grand habitual pur- 


poſe 
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poſe of Judas's heart was for the world: he 
was a thief, it is faid; a covetous worldling : 
and therefore, when he determined to ſell 
Chriſt, he did it (as it is faid, the devil makes 
lies, of his own) out of that ungodly princi- 
ple of ambitious covetouſneſs, that ruled 
and had dominion in and over him. So did 
not Peter: the bent of his mind and heart 
was quite the other way, though he was 
artfully and inſenſibly drawn away of his 
luſts, and enticed to do this great wickedneſs. 
Wherefore, the firſt ſtep towards any fin, in 
the unregenerate, is the mere malicious. 
wickedneſs of their own heart. 
2dly, The reigning and malignant covet- 
ouſneſs of Judas's heart ſtirred him up, by 
the inſtigation of the devil, deliberately to 
deviſe upon the horrid ſin of betraying Chriſt. 
He did not determine upon it for the ſake of 
. committing the ſin, but he determined to do 
it at the inſtance of his covetouſneſs, with- 
out, moſt likely, conſidering about. the ſin 
there was in it, whether it were more or leſs. 
An unregenerate man out of his heart, led 
along by pride, covetouſneſs, and carnality, 
G 6 does. 
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does deliberately determine upon, and moſt 


readily fall in with, any thing propoſed to his 


mind, which may gratify his pride, ſatisfy his 


covetouſneſs, or indulge his inclinations. But 


the regenerate do not thus deliberately deter- 
mine upon any thing that is ſinful; they are 
always drawn into it by the deceitfulneſs of 
unſeen luſts, or forced upon it by preſent 
prefling temptations. Peter did not determine 
to deny Chriſt; nothing was farther from his 
thoughts, or his heart; as far as he ſaw, he 
was determined not to deny him, but was de- 
ceived by his treacherous luſts. 


| 3dly, Peter did not go on to his fin con- 


-terhptuouſly, as did Judas, He did not in- 
deed hearken to warnings given him: But 
what was the reaſon of that? What, becauſe 
he was determined to deny Chriſt at all ad- 
ventures, or becauſe, as he thought, he ſhould 


never deny him on any conſideration? It 


was the part of unregenerate Judas to con- 


temn the warnings his Maſter gave him, be- 
cauſe he was ſet and bent upon betraying his 


Lord. Whether what Chriſt ſaid to him 
' grated on his conſcience or not, it is plain 


he 
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he was fixed upon the thing, deſpiſed counſel, 
and would not hearken to reproof. Thoſe, 
who are without the grace of God, always 
go on to their ſins contemptuouſly ; they 
make no account of God's commands ; or, 
if conſcience boggles, they overrule it. 
And now, without going farther, let any man 
judge, whether Judas could take any counte- 
nance from Peter's fin, Peter, by the very 
manner of his being drawn into this ſin, ap- 
pears to have been a behever; and every ſtep 
towards the tranſgreſſion of Judas proved 
him to be an infidel. The unregenerate do 
nothing as do the children of God; they 
cannot even fin as they do: but enough of 
this matter. I have ſhewn you the ſteps by 
which the children of God are drawn away 
to ſin againſt him, from the caſe of Peter; 
and that the children of the devil have no 
cauſe to take countenance therefrom by the 
caſe of Judas. ' I had thoughts to have 
finiſhed the whole, by ſhewing you what fol- 
lows the ſins of God's people ; but the time 
will by no means permit me, I conclude, 

' therefore, 
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therefore, with ſome remarks from what has 
been already advanced. And, 

iſt. It appears from the caſe of Peter, 
that believers ſhould be very careful to walk 
humbly, in a conſtant ſenſe of the deep cor- 
ruption of their natures, Had Peter done 
this, his fall had been prevented: but pride 
had ſtept in between: ſo he was ſelf-confident, 
and fell. A haughty ſpirit, it is manifeſt, 
goes before a fall; for the ſtrength of Chriſt 
is made perfect in our weakneſs. In reality, 
when we are weak, then only it is we are 
ſtrong. But how ſhall we walk humbly in 
the ſenſe of our own. weakneſs? This we 
cannot do any farther than we ſee what we 
are in ourſelves. There is much talking of 
the grace of God in the world, but very 
little or no ſenſe of the want of i it, becauſe 
of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of our nature al- 
ways prompting us to every ſin, and ready to 
fide with every temptation. A real humble 
man ſees the ſeeds of all fin lying in his heart, 
knows they art always working, and muſt 
always prevail for any power or will he has 
of his own to reſtrain them; and, therefore, 
thinks 


{ 
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thinks no trial not to be an overmatch for 
him, nor any the leaſt duty poſſible for him 
to perform, if left to himſelf. We ſhould 
labour to cultivate this. experimental ac- 
quaintance with ourſelves; ſo ſhall we be 


looking up for ſtrength in the conſciouſneſs 


of our own inſufficiency, and comfortable 
experience will in that caſe. convince us, 
that the Lord himſelf ſtands by us to fave 
us. 

2dly, From the cafe of Peter, it appears 
farther, © that we muſt watch and pray, leſt we 
enter into temptation,” and fall under it. 
Watching unto. prayer is not leſs contrary to 
the fleſh than it is profitable to the ſpirit. 
Alas! how. ſoon do our hands hang down, 
our zeal decay, our deſire languiſh, our eyes 
cloſe upon the glorious things of God and 
eternity, when we do but ſlacken a little in 
meditation and prayer! Then we find our- 
ſelves diſarmed, unfit to fight the Lord's 
battles, yea, hardly able to defend ourſelves; 
faith ſtaggers, hope languiſhes, love waxeth 


cold. Why do not we wreſtle with God more 


than we do? Ah, ſirs! why are we not in- 
ſtant, 


— — — —— — — 
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ſtant, continually, in prayer? Is there not a 
cauſe ? Is not fin at our door? Does not 
Satan ſtand ready ? Is not the world abund- 
ant with ſnares, and the fleſh prepared to 
join? God will have us on our knees; if our 
wants will not bring us to them, our ſins ſhall, 
How much more honour might we have 
done to Jeſus in the world ; how much more 
comfort might we have enjoyed in our own 
ſouls, had we prayed as we ought ? I would 
need ſtir you up, my friends: You, did I fay ? 
yea, and myſelf too, to more abundant 
prayer. I do not mean to more abundance of 
words, but of ſpirituality, earneſtneſs, and 
importunity. O © let us conſider how Peter 
fell;* and © let us Ne and pray, leſt we alſo 
enter into temptation.” | 

3dly, Peter's caſe warns us to maintain 
and improve a tenderneſs under, and unto 
the word of God. It is a fad thing to loſe 
any part of our feeling to what God ſays to us, 
or promiſes to give us, or expects from us, or 
threatens againſt us. The poor Apoſtle was, 
through his ſelf-confidence, ſunk into a ſpi- 


ritual ſlumber :; he could not hear the voice 
| of 
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of God, nor feel the awful caution. * Take 
heed how ye hear, ſaith Chriſt.” The word 
will harden you or act otherwiſe, as ye hear it, 


my brethren, Why are ſo many wherever 


the Goſpel is preached, here as well as elſe- 
where, ſo viſibly hardened by it? Why do 
the threatened judgments of God, even the 
damnation of the loweſt hell, no longer, or 
but a little, move them? Why are they 
come to caſt the commands of God behind 
their backs without fear, and to live as they 
lift, as if they had no account to give? Why 
do they no more make any reckoning of the 
ſalvation that 1s in Jeſus Chriſt, and poſt on 
to hell, as if it were a matter of indifference, 
whether that or heaven were their everlaſting 
portion? I need ſay no more to recommend 
to you a tender feeling to God's word, to 
hear all that God ſays with reverence, and to 


ſee that it have a growing influence upon the 


heart. 


4thly, We ſhould learn from Peter to 
avoid all needleſs temptations. Indeed, it is 
an ill ſign if we do not avoid them: and he- 
ſides, by running into them we are upon the 


brink 
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| brink of ſome ſoul-confounding fin. We are 
grown confident, we are grown ſecure, we 
are fallen aſleep, the love of ſin is revived, 
when we will venture into temptations, It 
is a ſure mark of decay when we are come to 
this, and are ready to plead the indifference 
of the thing we do, as a ſufficient excuſe for 
doing it. *What harm,” would Dinah, Jacob's 
daughter, fay, can there be in going out to ſee 
the daughters of the land ?* Yet ſhe had not 
gone out, had her heart been right with God; 
and by ſtaying at home ſhe had prevented 
what followed. To plead the harmleſſneſs 
of a thing that is dangerous to the ſoul, rs the 
very way of the careleſs. What harm is there 
in ſuch a dreſs, will one ſay, and what harm 
in ſuch a book, or ſueh company, another? 
though the former be a temptation to pride, 
the latter to inclination. This 1s not the 
manner of God's children, who ſhould be 
careful to preſerve the ſpirituality and inte- 
grity of their hearts, by keeping out of dan- 
ger; and who never do heedleſsly run in the 
way of it, when in their ſouls they have 
beforehand ſuffered ſome damage, And let 
the 
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the experience of the paſt teach us what 
are our old fins which bring us under pecuhar 
ſhame in the review of our lives. Are they 
not thoſe we have committed through ven- 
turing upon needleſs temptation? When 
we are in the way of duty, there is reaſon, in- 
deed, to believe God will keep us; but there 
is no reaſon to be aſſigned why we ſhould 
expect God to keep us, when we will not 
take any care to keep ourſelves. 

Laſtly, In the caſe of Judas, let all care- 
leſs unregenerate ſinners behold the picture 
of their own lives. Judas ſinned from an 
heart void of all faith in God, and love to- 
wards him, but full of prevailing corruptioi.. 
So do all unregenerate perſons; their hearts 
are all evil; all for the world and the fleſh; 
and what then but ſin can iſſue from them? 
Judas ſinned deliberately. He deviſed and 
contrived the betrayal of his Maſter ; and 
when his heart had conceived. this great ſin, 
he kept it there. Such is the manner of the 
unconverted : they fin. with deliberation. I 
do not mean from a mere purpoſe of ſinning, 


but they deviſe and determine upon things. 
| which 
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which are ſinful, without any thought whe- 
cher they be ſinful, without any fear if they 
be ſo. Judas ſinned contemptuouſly; he 
would not be put out of what he had reſolved 
upon by any means : no more. will any other _ 
ſave to ſin. The unregenerate always fin 
contemptuouſly ; they will do always what 
they liſt; let God or man ſay what they will, 
let conſcience plead, let vengeance threaten, 
let mercy entreat, yet will they go on their 
own way. On the whole, this Judas was a 
horrid traitor ; who doubts it? But, alas ! 
how many Judas's are there in the world, 
who rail at Judas, yet excuſe themſelves ? 
But flattery does not alter, it only conceals 
the truth. Take away the maſk, and the 
unregenerate will find the features of Judas 
are not a jot more deformed than their own ; - 
that they as well as he ſin maliciouſly, deli- 
berately, and contemptuouſly ; and whoever 
does this 1s as great a betrayer, as he that. 


fold his Maſter. 


CHRIST THE PURIFIER. 


S'E RMO 


MALACHI iii. 3. 


And he ſpall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of 
 filver; and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in rigb- 


teouſneſs. 


IT was propoſed to conclude what we had 
to ſay concerning the means which Chriſt 
uſes for purifying the hearts of his people, 
by ſhewing, that he makes their falls in ſin 
effectual to this purpoſe. In ſpeaking to 
which point, two things were to be confi- 
dered.—#irft, What goes-before—Secondly, 
What follows after, the fins of God's ſervants, 
both which were to be ſet out from the caſe 
of Peter, with ſome illuſtrations from that 
of 
3 | 
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of David. And to defeat any encourage- 
ment which unregenerate perſons might be 
forward to take from the falls of the righte- 
ous, it was determined alſo, as we went along, 
to take in what goes before and after the fins 
of the unconverted, from the inſtance of Ju- 
das, in order that, by the compariſon, it might 
appear, the falls of the one did not give 
the ſmalleſt ground of hope to the other. 
What goes before the falls of God's people 
has been ſhewn, from Peter's example, to be 
ſelf-confidence, and what iſſue therefrom, - 
ſpiritual ſloth, inſenſibility to the word, and 
adventuring into needleſs temptation. But 
that they do not go on to ſin, as from the caſe 
of Judas the unregenerate were ſeen to do, 
maliciouſly, deliberately, and contemptuouſly, was 
made abundantly plain. We are now, 
Secondly, To conſider what follows after 
the falls of God's people, as alſo of the un- 
converted ; and herem to diſcover, how the 
ſins of believers are made to tend to their 
eſtabliſhment, and thoſe of otkers unto their 
hardneſs of heart. 
Now in the recovery of the regenerate 
| from 
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from their falls, you ſhall ſee how Chriſt 
works in them, to ſtrike at and bring down 
ſelf-confidence, which led them into ſin, 
and that by removing thoſe effects which 
ſelf-confidence had begotten in them, and 
then dealing with ſelf-confidence itſelf. For 
1ſt, Whereas ſelf-confidence had begotten 
inſenſibility to the word, Chriſt now gives it 
a power, and makes the ſoul feel. Before his 
fall, ſelf-ſufficient Peter had no ear to hear 
the moſt preſſing warnings, expoſtulations, 
and reproofs made him by Chriſt ; but now 
a look is enough ; © the Lord looked on Pe- 
ter: he did no more; that was ſufficient ; 
it pierced his heart; it came into his ſoul like 
a dagger; he was confounded ; he was filled 
with confuſion in a moment: it ſaid, as it 
were, to him, Now Peter, here the cock 
crows, thou knoweſt the ſign. It is not in- 
deed always ſo ſoon, that the reproof touches 
che heart. In the caſe of David, there was 
a very conſiderable ſpace of time after 
his grievous falls reſpecting Uriah, in 
which he lay dull, ſtupid, and without feel- 
ing. But whenever the reproof comes, it 
is 
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is always in ſuch a way as to convince the 
ſoul it comes from the Spirit, Why was not 
David brought ſooner than after many 
months to a thought of himſelf? Or why 
not Peter, after the firſt or ſecond denial, as 
well as after the third? What, had they loſt 
their ſenſes? Think we, David did not 
know all the while that murder and adultery 
were ſins? Or Peter, after his firſt and ſe- 
cond denial, was he determined that he was 
doing nothing amiſs ? See the evident proof 
of the operations of the Spirit. When the 
Spirit came, then both of them were brought 
to their feeling ; but, whatever knowledge 
they had of their duty, and whatever re- 
proofs from the word of God, (and no 
doubt all that time David had hardly been 


without hearing the word of God, and had 


had his warnings as well as Peter) yet, till the 
Spirit came, their knowledge and the word 
too had no power, and they lay dull, ſtupid, 


and ſenſeleſs, So, you ſee, the recovery of 


believers after their falls is purely from 


Chriſt, and that the firſt ſtep he takes to- 


wards it, is to remove their inſenſibility, and 
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bring them to their feeling. Being thus 
alarmed, and rouſed out of their inſenſibility, 


2dly, He pleads freely with their conſci- 


ences, ſets their ſin before them, lays 1t out 


in all its circumſtances, aggravations, and 
| cauſes, and hereby brings the ſoul out of 


that ſleepy ſlothfulneſs in which it had been 


lying. Now this pleading is always, directly 
or indirectly, by means of the word. Peter 
remembered the words of Jeſus, how he ſaid 
unto him, before the cock crow twice, thou 


ſhalt deny me thrice.” And we find this 


pleading laid out more largely before David's 
conſcience by the mouth of Nathan : © Thus 
faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I anointed thee 


king over Iſrael, and I delivered thee out of 


the hand of Saul, and I gave thee thy maſ- 
ter's houſe, and thy maſter's wives into thy 
boſom, and gave thee the houſe of Iſrael and 
Judah; and if that had been too little, I would 


moreover have given unto thee ſuch and ſuch 
things: wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
mandments of the Lord, to do evil in his 
fight? Thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the ſword, and haſt taken his wife to be 

H thy 
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thy wife, and haſt ſlain him with the ſword 
of the children of Ammon.“ Thus cloſely 
does Chriſt plead with the ſouls of his people 
after their falls, ſetting their iniquity in or- 
der before them, marking out the aggrava- 
tions of it, as done againſt paſt mercies, and 
ſhewing them the evil and ſinfulneſs of what 
they have done; and eſpecially all is traced 
up to corrupt nature, the fountain-head out of 
which the fin originally iſſued. As David 
expreſsly owns in his caſe, 1t was his deceit- 
ful heart that allured him, it was his ſinful 
nature that ſtrove within him, and prevailed 
over him: © Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in {in did my mother conceive me.“ Be- 
hold, this was the ground of all; behold, 
this was the enemy that did me the miſchief. 
And now the heart being brought to feeling, 
and the fin laid forth in its true and lively 
colours, | 
3dly, Hereupon proceeds godly ſorrow. 
Peter went out and wept bitterly ;” his heart 
was big with grief, he could not contain him 
| ſelf; he ſought where to weep; he went out, 
that he might bewail himſelf alone before 
5 God. 


"id 
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God. Now what made him weep? He 
was not inſenſible to divine diſpleaſure. A 
child, that knows his father's love, cannot 
but feel when his father expreſſes himſelf to 
be juſtly diflatisfied with his conduct. Guilt, 
for the preſent, had deſtroyed his comfort in 
God. But that was not all; his ingratitude 
ſtung him to the heart to deny fo dear, ſo 
affectionate a Maſter! And then his diſ- 
loyalty, to deny him after ſo many proteſta- 
tions! His unkindneſs! what, at ſuch a 
time to deny him? Then the wrong alſo done 
to his honour and intereſt, What was his 
denying, but an owning that Chriſt was a ma- 
lefactor, and in practice giving conſent to 
what his enemies were doing againſt him? 
And the baſeneſs of it, too: through fear of 
a poor ſervant-maid, to deny him? Views 
like theſe made Peter mourn bitterly. And 
what, think you, judged he now of his 
ſelf-confidence? Would he ever truſt his 
heart more? How his proud looks were 
brought low? If he ſhould ever own the name 
of Chriſt, he could only do it through power 
from on high. Peter went out, and opened 
H 2 | the 
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the grief of his heart before God, in bitter- 
neſs of ſpirit. The children of God, when 
they have been drawn into ſin, do not fly 
from God in proud deſpair, but they fly to 
him in ſhame and ſorrow. And what is the 
conſequence ? This ſelf-ſame thing,” faith 
the Apoſtle, that ye ſorrow, is after a godly 
ſort; what carefulneſs it wrought in you, (to 
leave the fin into which you had fallen); 
yea, what clearing of yourſelves (from the 
guilt of it, by earneſt confeſſion unto God, 
and ſupplication for mercy); yea, what in- 
dignation (and diſpleaſure againſt yourſelves 
for what ye had done); yea, what fear of 
falling again by the ſame deceitfulneſs of 
your hearts into the like iniquity ; yea, what | 
vehement deſire (of returning to, and pleaſ- 
ing God); yea, what zeal in his ſervice; 
yea, what revenge upon yourſelves and luſts 
that had brought you into this evil ? Or, if 
you will ſee the true godly mourning of the 
believing ſoul, after having fallen into ſin, 
you may find it largely exemplified in the 
5 iſt Pſalm, where, in the ſight and ſenſe 
of his tranſgreſſion, regarding Uriah, he lays 
| open 
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open his whole heart before God, begging 
mercy, pleading *othing but mercy, caſting 
himſelf entirely upon mercy. Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loving 
kindneſs : according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions.” 
And as he begs this with earneſtneſs, ſo, from 
the deepeſt ſenſe of his own vileneſs, in the 
moſt piercing remembrance of his ſin, in a 
lively diſcovery of the diſhonour he had done 
to God by it, and the cleareſt ſenſe of his 
having provoked God's moſt deſerved wrath 
againſt him; I acknowledge my tranſgreſ- 
ſions, my fin is ever before me; againſt thee 
only have I ſinned,” and done this evil in thy 
ſight ; that thou mighteſt be juſfified in thy 
ſaying, and clear when thou judgeſt.“ Nei- 
ther does he ſtick in the outſide; he is led 
into the very bottom of his heart, the very 
fountain of ſin is laid bare before him, while 
he thus ſues for mercy, confeſſes his iniquity, 
and juſtifies God in his judgments againſt 
him: © Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in ſin did my mother conceive me. Be- 
hold, thou deſireſt truth in the inward parts.” 

es H 3 And 
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And now, as is exceedingly natural to a ſoul 
big with diſtreſs, and preſſed with a ſenſe of 
variety of wants, his prayer grows irregular, 
and, by turns, he begs forgiveneſs, comfort, 
grace, renovation, the ſenſe of God's pre- 
ſence; as his need of the one or other of theſe, 
preſented itſelf to his ſoul; and in the aſking 
of them, you will find at bottom, ſtrong 
actings of faith, ardent purpoſes of living to 
the glory of God, and longing deſires for the 
proſperity and increaſe of God's people. And 
thus it is now, that the ſervants of Jeſus are 
brought to ſorrow, and return to God after 
their falls into ſin ; judge ye, if it be not to the 
advancing in them a deep knowledge of the 
ſinfulneſs and apoſtaſy of their nature, true 
repentance for, and real hatred of fin, mor- 
tification of pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, hum- 
ble reverence of God's judgments, increaſing 
value for the blood and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt; in ſhort, a tenderneſs of conſcience 
to walk more cloſely with God; and if fo, 
whether the great and good Head of the 
Church do not make their very. fins ſignal 


means of their ſanctification? But here, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps, a believer may ſay, Truly, I have 
had falls into ſin, but I have not found all 
this good from them you have been ſpeaking 
of.“ This may be very likely. But what was 
the occaſion of it? Did you not quench 
the Holy Spirit? How ſo? Why, after 
you fell, there was no ſmall ſtir in your con- 
ſcience : this you allow. But then you do 
not ſufficiently ſubmit to it ; you did not give 
ſuch an humble ear as you ought to the re- 
monſtrances and pleadings the Spirit would 
have made about the matter; and did not 
ſuffer him to go to the bottom with you, 
to open to you your fin in its true colours, 
with all its cauſes and- aggravations; you 
ſtopped him thort, grew eaſy too haſtily, did 
not allow time for ſelf-inquiry and humilia- 
tion, nor ſet yourſelf with immediate dih- 
- gence to ſeek God in confeſſion; you delayed 
ſo long, that-the preſent ſenſibility of your 
heart was weakened, and your eyes cloſed 
upon your fin; or you ſtopt too ſoon, be- 
fore you had ſeen the truth of your caſe, and 
obtained grace to move into a bitter and effi- 
cacious ſorrow. And it is evident, your pro- 


H 4 fiting 


152 CHRIST THE PURIFIER, Serm. g. 


fiting by a fall can only be in proportion to 
your humiliation for it. So that if you re- 
ceived not the good you might by your fall, 
it was not owing to Chriſt's want of love, but 
your want of diligence ; for you know you 
muſt work together with him, and if, when 
he calls, you do not hearken, it muſt needs 
be, that his call cannot be effectual to do you 
the ſervice it would have done, had you been 
obedient thereto, 
But will not another object, and ſay (for 
truly the heart of man is capable of any 
thing), © But, if ſo much good as you ſpeak 
of may be gotten by ſin, is it not good to 
ſn? No; this were tempting God in the 

| kigheſt degree. For how could I expect his 
bleſſing upon me, if I ſhould induſtriouſly 
ſer myſelf to fin againſt, diſhonour, and af- 
front him ? But beſides, a regenerate man 
cannot do it; he cannot wilfully chooſe to 
fin on any motive: when he does fin, it is 
by ſurpriſe and infirmity; and then the 
faichful God graciouſly lifts him up again, 
though it be by a ſevere diſcipline. Yet I 
| know not, whether an awakened, but uncon- 
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verted perſon, may not have deviſed, in his 
heart at leaſt, ſuch a project in the uneaſi- 
neſs and vexation of his ſpirit; he may have 
been thinking, that were he to fall into ſome 
great ſin, it would effectually humble him. 
But this is all in the ignorance of the neceſ- 
ſity of divine grace, and in the pride of an 
unbroken ſpirit. 

We have ſeen now, what follows after the 
falls of God's people. Let us ſee, on the 
other hand, what attends the ſins of the un- 
regenerate; and let the caſe of Judas teach 
us, that we may learn the difference between 
the one and the other. 

iſt. They have or have not gallings of 
conſcience after fin. If they have not, but, 
by the cuſtom of ſinning, and by long oppo- 
ſition made in their conduct to the remon- 
ſtrances of their own minds, they are paſt 
feeling, and go away as if nothing had hap- 
-pened ; this looks much like a ſtate of re- 
probation, and a being given over to work 
uncleanneſs with greedineſs. Dreadful. con- 
dition ! to be ſealed up for everlaſting burn- 
ing, and to be under the power of that moſt 
| Hs ſhocking 
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ſhocking forerunner of it, inſenfibility to all 
the terrors. And yet, where men are fo far 
gone as to feel nothing after ſinning, every 
act of fin has an effect to increaſe the hard- 
neſs of the heart, as metal beat upon the 
anvil grows harder at every ſtroke. But, if 
there be gallings of conſcience, then, accord- 
ing to the degree of them, they beget that 
ſorrow that worketh death. And this is the 
ſecond effect of an unregenerate man's falling 
into ſin. An unregenerate man hath neither 
faith nor love, which conſtitute a man re- 
generate. Now being without theſe when 
his conſcience galls him for his fin, he can- 
not ſorrow after a godly fort; but his grief is 
all ſelfiſh, which the Apoſtle calls ſorrow that 
worketh death; for it fills him with deadly 
fears, and vexing anxiety and bitterneſs of 
conſcience, becauſe of his fin. Now this 
ſometimes laſts but a little ſpace, paſſing 
away ſhortly in a forgetfulneſs of the ſin com- 
mitted ; but other whiles, eſpecially, when 
fome judgment of God falls in, it reſts 
upon the ſpirit, tears the ſoul as it were in 
pieces; and ſince, as I faid, through the want 

| of 
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of faith and love, it cannot have an iſſue the 
right way, it drives unto deſpair, while ſeek- 
ing peace, as well as the poor ſoul can, either 
in company, pleaſure, drunkenneſs, and 
other methods of forgetfulneſs, which is the 
common courſe in ſuch caſes ; or more rarely 
forces the man, in the madneſs of his rage 
of grief, to put a violent end to his life, as did 
Ahithophel and Judas. And now let any 
man determine, whether there be not a wide 
difference alſo between what follows upon the 
fins of ſaints and finners; and whether, 
while the one by their falls are drawn nearer 
to God in repentance, and the other driven 
by their ſins farther from him in deſperation ; 
the unconverted have the leaſt ground to 
take comfort, by the miſcarriages of the chil- 
dren of God. 

I have now finiſhed what I had to ſay 
reſpecting the means which Chriſt uſes for 
the purging and purifying the hearts of his 
people, and have ſhewn you, that he has the 
art, power, and care, to render the things, 
which in themſelves ſeem, the moſt of them 
at leaſt, very unlikely to anſwer any good end 

H 6 upon 
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upon us, ſerviceable to his purpoſes in our 
ſanctification; the common afflictions of life, 
the trouble ariſing from being in a wicked 
world, ſufferings for righteouſneſs' ſake, the 
very temptations of the devil, and thoſe, eſ- 
pecially, which have the moſt of hell in 
them, the ſevereſt trials of grace, and even 
falls into fin, are the ſignal means which he 
uſes, however little a blind world may, or 
ourſelves be ſenſible of it, to forward in be- 
lievers the growth of holineſs, and to mor- 
tify in them the body of fin. Can any thing 
ſet Chriſt in a more engaging and deſirable 
light? Happy, happy they, who have put 
themſelves under his care! He cleanſes 
them from their guilt, clothes them with his 
righteouſneſs, and is carefully and daily add- 
ing to their meetneſs for the inheritance of 
the ſaints in light. O firs, happy are the 
people that are in ſuch a caſe! Is it not ſo ? 
None can gainſay it. What, to turn our 
very curſes into bleſſings? What can exceed 
this? And how deplorable the condition of 
thoſe who will not have Chriſt to reign over 
them; who, by a miſerable infatuation, are 
not 
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not only forſaking their own future mercies, 
but alſo turning their daily bleſſings into a 
curſe and a ſnare: but this is the wiſdom of 
this world, the boaſted wiſdom. We muſt 
become fools if we will be wiſe, and readily 
give up all for a crucified Jeſus ; elſe we are 
wretched here: and how wretched hereafter, 
God in mercy grant none here preſent may 
ever know by his own experience, Amen, 


CHRIST 
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SERMON X. 
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And be ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of fil- 
ver : and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and ſilver, that they may 
Mer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſ- 
neſs. 


ArTER having ſhewn theſe ſeveral things 
from the words before us, 1. What we are to 
underſtand by Chriſt's purging and purifying 
the hearts of. his people; 

2. That it is his office to do this; 

3. That he is perfectly qualified for this 
work; 
4. The means he uſes in doing it: it re- 
mains ſtill, in the | 
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5th and laſt place, to ſay ſomething of 
the manner in which he does it. And the 
manner wherein he. carries on the work of 
purification in his people, I conceive to be 
this: 1ſt. He brings them into ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as are beſt ſuited for improving their 
graces, and mortifying their corruptions. 


2dly, Then, when by his Providence he 


has brought them into ſuch circumſtances, he 
does take occaſion by them to make known 
to them the weakneſs of their graces, and the 


power of their corruptions. 
3dly, Thus brought into a ſtrait, they are 


ſenſible there is but one way for them, con- 


ſiſtent with a good conſcience, which is to do 
their duty, and deny themſelves. 

4thly, To this more vigorous exercife of 
grace and ſelt- denial, he enables them ſecretly 


by his grace, in anſwer to their prayers. 
5thly, Hereby grace is ſtrengthened, and 

ſin is mortified, and loſes of its power. 

I. He brings them into ſuch: circum- 


ſtances, as are beſt ſuited for improving their 
-graces, and mortifying their corruptions. 


We may not think any thing falls out to us 


by 
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by chance, but muſt be ſenſible that every 
the minuteſt circumſtance attending us is un- 
der a divine direction, and that in the niceft 
exactneſs with the needs of our ſouls. Here 
it is that the great Purifier ſhews his atten- 
tion and ſkill ; his attention, by weighing pre- 
ciſely what the caſe of the ſoul is; and his ſkill, 
by bringing us preciſely into that very ſtate of 
ſuffering, which is moſt fitred for doing us 
good. Thoſe, who have their ſenſes exerciſed 
to a deep ſpiritual diſcernment of the ways of 
Providence, clearly diſcover this in paſt oc- 
currences ; they, ſee, with admiration and 
thankfulneſs, how every thing has been or- 
dered unto them in the beſt and happieſt 
manner, inſomuch, that they are fully ſenſi- 
ble, that nothing but ruin had been the con- 
ſequence, had their condition been any how 
other than it was, and that without the very | 
diſappointments, trials, and troubles they 
have gone through, it was impoſſible their 
ſouls ſhould have proſpered as they have 
done. How wiſely, will one of theſe ſay, 
was ſuch a diſpenſation calculated, and how 
ſeaſonably was it diſpenſed, to meet with the 
deſire 
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deſire of man's efteem, the pride of life, the 


love of eaſe, the love of intereſt and honour, 


which my heart had conceived ; and ſuch a 


diſpenſation, again, to confront my ſelf-righ- 


teouſneſs, my ſelf-ſufficiency, my unbelief; 


and again, ſuch a diſpenſation to force me 
upon the exerciſe of faith, ſubmiſſion, reſig- 
nation, and patience. Ah, what had I been 


this day, if the Lord had not dealt with me 


even as he has done continually ! Y ou will not 


wonder, that this enlightened ſoul draws from 


hence the ſtrongeſt arguments for reſignation 


and thankfulneſs, under whatever preſent af- 
flictions, ſaying, © I know, for I have been 
taught by long experience, that this 1. ſhall 
work together for my good. 


2. When the Head of the Church has 
brought his people into ſuch reſignation and 


. Circumſtances, as are fitteſt for his purpoſe of 


improving their graces, and mortifying their 
corruptions, he takes occaſion by theſe cir- 
cumſtances to ſhew them the weakneſs of one, 
and the ſtrength of the other, Metals, how- 


ever pure they appear in the ore, have their 
droſs in them: it is the furnace that ſhews 


they - 
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they are not all they ſeem, and that they have 
a baſe alloy which muſt be purged away be- 
fore they ſhall be fit for uſe. And it mult be 
faid of grace, as it may be of metals, © The 
fire ſhall try every man's work of what ſort 
it is.” And this affliction effectually doth, 
many times convincing a man he is not poſ- 
ſeſſed of that ſtrength of grace and power 
over corruption, which before perhaps he 
was ready to fancy himſelf attained unto. 
The well-diſpenſed trials ſent upon us ſhew 
the weak places of our ſouls, bring forth to 
view the ſecret corruptions which before were 
not ſuſpected to have any thing of the 
ſtrength it is now found they have main- 
tained. As inſtruments in the Lord's hand, 
Satan taught Job his impatience; Saul 
taught David his diſtruſt of God; and the 
maid in the High Prieſt's hall taught Peter 
his fear and ſhame. When the trial comes, 
then the thoughts of our hearts are made 
manifeſt what they are; then we find we have 
not that faith in God, love towards him, truſt 
in him, concern for his glory, which, in the 
day of our eaſe and freedom from preſſing 

trial, 
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trial, we were ready to hope ourſelves to have 
been bleſſed with. Then we ſee how weak 
_ and low we are in grace, and how much in- 
| fluence ſelf and ſin ſtill have with us. And a 
this is the way that Chriſt takes to ſnew us 
to ourſelves, whereby he makes us ſenſible 
we are nothing of what we ought to be; ſo 
= alio, that we are not all which, peradven- 
ture, we thought we were. By this method 
he drags out to view from their lurking holes 
our covetouſneſs, or love of eaſe, or love of 
life, or love of eſteem, our pride, ſelfiſhneſs, 
or carnality, our want of charity, faith, or 
hope. Has not this been the very caſe? When 
you met with worldly difficulty, did it not 
ſhew you your diſtruſt of God ? when you 
were vilited with ſickneſs, did not a lurking 
love of life appear? when you were injured or 
oppreſſed, did not reſentment manifeſt it- 
ſelf? when you were called to own Chriſt, 
was there no ſhame? when you were called 
to ſuffer for him, was there no fear? Thus 
by peculiar circumſtances, ſuited to the caſe 
of their ſouls, Chriſt ſhews his people the 
weakneſs 


— 
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# weakneſs of their graces, and the power of 
their corruptions. But then, 

3. As by theſe peculiar diſpenſations; 
ſuited to the very caſes of their ſouls, he 
ſhews them the weakneſs of their graces, 

and the malignity of their corruptions: ſo 
theſe his diſpenſations are always ſo ordered, 
that they cannot poſſibly maintain a good 
conſcience, but by exerting thoſe very graces 
which are weak, and oppoling thoſe very cor- 
ruptions that are ſtrong. Jonah muſt go to 
the Ninevites with a meſſage diſagreeable 
to them, and therefore very dangerous to 
himſelf. Here his faith was weak, and his 
fear ſtrong ; and, inſtead of going, he riſes 
up to flee to Tarſhiſh. But was this follow- 
B ing a good conſcience, not to do what God 
bade him ? You ſee this diſpenſation brought 
him into a ſtrait. With the faith he had, ſuch 
as it was, and with all his fear about him, he 
muſt go and deliver God's meſſage: there 
was no declining it, without directly ſinning 
againſt the divine command; and ſo it is with 
us continually : the divine diſpenſations are 
perpetually calling us out to duty in ſuch a 
| manner, 
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manner, that we cannot decline without 


downright fin, yet cannot act without much 
ſelf-denial. In the way of Providence you 
are called to own Chriſt in ſome more extra- 
ordinary manner, which you foreſee will ex- 
poſe you to the reproach and reſentment of 
the world. At the thought of this, Faith 
ſtarts back, and Fear pleads. But what can 
you do? the caſe is ſuch that you cannot de- 
cline doing what you are called out to, with- 
out poſitively, and with your eyes open, 
flying in the face of conſcience and duty in 
the matter, without a lively exerciſe of faith, 
and a vigorous oppoſition of fear. You are 
brought into ſome outward troubles, out of 
which your way 1s open, by ſome little de- 
parture from, but hedged up, ſtrait, and diffi- 
cult, if you keep firm to, the will of God. 
Here inclination, eaſe, intereſt, ſhame, and fear 
of the world, plead ſtrongly for compliance, 
and truſt in God ſeems not to have ſtrength 
enough to oppoſe; you are in a great ſtrait; 
you muſt either fin, or ſuffer; nor can you 
poſſibly keep a good conſcience without 


ſuch a ſelf-denial as is to you as cutting off 


your 
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your right hand. 'Thus does Chriſt keep his 
people, by the peculiarity of his diſpenſations 
towards them, at a point with their corrup- 
tions, and in ſuch circumſtances, that they 
muſt uſe the grace they have, and ſtand to 
their duty, if they will not wound their con- 
ſciences, and plainly give up all by fin; and 
every child of God may find farther, upon 
inquiry, that theſe diſpenſations have been 
ſuch as not only, by calling to ſelf-denying 
duty, had a tendency to improve the whole 
power of grace, and mortify the whole body 
of ſin, but alſo to ſtrengthen that peculiar 
grace which was moſt needed, and bring 
down that ſpecial corruption that carried its 
head higheſt, 


4. When by the meaſure deſcribed 
Chriſt has brought his people into a ſtrait, 
that they muſt either ſin, or deny themſelves ; 
then, in anſwer to their prayers, he gives 
them grace to do their duty, by exerting a 
more vigorous exerciſe of grace and ſelf-de- 
nial, according to the preſent emergency. 
Now, here it 1s certain they are not always 
1 8 N to this upon the ſpot, for in the 


power 
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power of unbelief they may be declining 
duty, and coming to a compoſition of the 
matter more favourable to fleſh and blood, 
than that of ſteadfaſt cleaving to duty would 
be: ſo that, inſtead of immediately flying to 
the throne of grace, for ſtrength to ſtand 
firm to the will of God, they may be for a 
ſeaſon hearkening to their own reaſonings, 
and falling upon meaſures to avoid the croſs. 
Thus we ſee Jonah did; inſtead of calling 
upon God to enable him to the work allotted 
him in oppoſition to his ſinful fear, and love 
of eaſe and life, he riſes up to flee into Tar- 
ſhiſh: and in all ſuch caſes the fleſh will not 


fail to clamour againſt the ſtrictneſs of duty, 


and to plead with all its power for ſparing 
ourſelves. And have we not all too much 
given heed to the arguments of the fleſh, till, 
for a time at leaſt, however plain the matter 
appeared at firſt, we have ſuffered our eyes 
in too great meaſure to be put out by it, and 
have ſtood off from duty and ſuffering ? But 
if we have, by having committed our ſouls to 
Chriſt, been the objects of his peculiar care 
and love, he has not failed, ſomehow or 

| other, 
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other to bring us to duty and ſelf-denial at laſt. 


Jonah could not fly fo faſt, but that the Lord 
could overtake and bring him back ; how- 
ever unwilling, Jonah, and no one elſe, muſt 
carry God's meſſage to Nineveh. - When 
we are for flying from duty, and ſparing our- 
ſelves, the Lord has ways of bringing us to 
it, and ſuch as the world knows nothing of: 
he can hide his face from us, take away our 


comfort and joy, let us walk heavily, give no 


anſwer to our prayers, meet us in no ordi- 
nances, let Satan looſe upon us to haunt us 
with terrifying apprehenſions, raiſe up our 
acculing conſciences againſt us, ſuffer us to 
fall into ſome ſoul- wounding fin. He has 
ways of bringing us to duty and ſelf-denial; 
and though we have eſcaped the croſs by 
flying from it in one particular inſtance, yet, 
by ſome other way, he will be ſure to bring us 
back to it; we muſt and ſhall come to the very 
point where we went off, and oppoſe that very 
luſt we were willing to ſpare. The prophet 
would not go to Nineveh; we would fave our 
reputation in the world ; but Jonah ſhall go 
to Nineveh, and we ſhall be brought to be 


I accounted _ 


. 
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accounted fools for Chriſt. Whether ſooner 
or later, Chriſt ſome how or other brings us 
back to the point, ſhews us, that his will muſt 
be done, ſilences all objections, forces us to 
our knees for ſtrength and might, then gives 


us what we aſk, enabling us to ſtand to our 


duty, though, peradventure, with fear and 
trembling, and to deny our ownſelves. So 
you ſee it is in vain, as well as poor policy, 


for the children of God to think of ſparing 


themſelves, and not coming to duty at the 2 
call of God ; ſince, if God loves them, they 
muſt come to it at laſt, and that, perhaps, 
through a ſtorm, as it were through the 


-.. whale's belly. And now, 


5thly, Being brought thus under peculiar 
diſpenſations ſuited to their caſe, unto the ex- 
erciſe of grace and ſelf-denial, hereby faith 
is ſtrengthened, and fin loſes of its power. 
This is the very thing ſignified in the text. 
As metal repeatedly put into the fire comes 


out pure, ſo is grace ſtrengthened, and fin 


weakened by exerciſe and diſcipline. Nei- 
ther is it conceivable how ſin is become in- 
creaſingly mortified, or faith aboundingly 

* confirmed, 


o 
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confirmed, unleſs, under proper diſpenſations, 
the one were oppoſed, and the other called 


forth into action. The faith of a Chriſtian, 
as the courage of a ſoldier, grows by fight- 
ing and trials, whereby the one and other ad- 
vance into greater victories over their fears 
and inclinations. It was by diſcipline that 


the father of the faithful became the eminent 


believer he was, and was ſo nobly exalted 
above the world and ſelf; and St. Paul could 
ſay, that though the outward man periſh, 
the inward man 1s renewed day by day.” 


How was this ? Why, © our light affliction 
worketh for us a weight of glory; not only 


as our afflictions in Chriſt ſhall be mercifully 
remembered, but alſo as they are made in- 
ſtrumental to our ſanctification and meetneſs 
for the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
Every exerciſe of grace makes ſome addition 
to its ſtrength; and every oppoſition to cor- 
ruption takes ſomewhat from its power, 
while alſo thoſe exerciſes of grace which are 
moſt trying, are moſt confirmin q; and thoſe 


ſelf-denials which are moſt ſ:vere, do fignally' 


crucify the b.dy of ſin. Were we left with- 
I 2 out 
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out trials, our meaſure would be very low ; 
and though we thought fin was well in ſub- 


fjection, it ſhould have loſt little of its force. 


The cowardly monk, unable to hold up his 
head againſt the world, may fly to his cloiſ- 
ter, and there conceit himſelf ſome great 
thing in godlineſs ; but the man that keeps 
his ſtation in life, and by the grace of God 
maintains his ground amidſt every kind of 
temptation and ſuffering, will be found in- 
comparably of the two the moſt like his 
' Maſter. Whatever the Papiſts, and thoſe 
among Proteſtants, who, blinded by their 
. falſe devotion, have recommended them for 
patterns, may ſay; to ſeclude ourſelves from 
the world, is not the way to religious im- 
provements. Schemes of that ſort, are but 
poor refuges for thoſe who have not faith 
enough not to fear man, and not to be aſnamed 
of Chriſt. The examples of thoſe, there- 
fore, who act on that plan, ought at no hand 
to be commended to imitation. When 1 hear 
of a man nothing better than, that, giving 
cover his buſineſs in the world, and the pro- 


per offices of life, he ſpends his days in reli- 
5 | gion, 


* 
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0 gion, or as it is called, retirement: for my 


own part, I am far from taking him for a 
faint, but muſt regard him, however well he 
means, as a dangerous example, whom no 
one ought to follow, who, indeed, could 
not be followed, without bringing ruin upon 
the world, by ſetting us all idle; and as one, 
at leaſt, under dangerous miſtakes, as well as 
deprived of all the means of growth in grace, 
and purification from ſin. And in this view, 
it is my duty to warn you to read with cau- 
tion thoſe books which have been reformed 
from the Church of Rome. Even Thomas 
a Kempis, purged as he has been by the 
ableſt hands as far as it could be done, and 
ee xcellent as he is in every other reſpect, yet, 
if read not with adviſedneſs, will leave this 
impreſſion on your mind, that, in order to be 
an eminent Chriſtian, you muſt retire from 
the world, and confine yourſelf to your clo- 
ſet; than which nothing is more contrary to 
the ſpirit of the goſpel, more diſhonourable 
to Chriſtianity, nor, as you have heard, more 
deſtructive of ſpiritual improvement. And 
thus much of the manner in which Chriſt 
13 proceeds 
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proceeds in his work of purging and purify- 
ing the hearts of his people. From which 
it will be proper to make two or three obſer- 
vations which very familiarly preſent them- 
ſelves. The ? 
1ſt 1s, That in all trials. we ſhould en- 
deavour to ſee the hand of God in the light 
| wherein he is repreſented in the text, viz. 
as putting us into the furnace to refine and 
purify us. If we let things paſs over as if 
they happened to us by chance, we can nei- 
ther be patient under our trials, nor get any 
good by them. That kind of unbelief is ex- 
ceedingly diſcomfortable which looks no 
higher than ſecond cauſes, leaves us without 
thought of God's providence in our trou- 
bles, and ſuffers us alone to grapple with 
them, as if we were continually expoſed to 
the rage of men, and the malice of the de- 
vil, without any reſtraint from God, or ſu— 
perintendence of his care. But to ſee all 
under a divine direction, and all diſpenſed 
with the wiſeſt and kindeſt deſign, this takes 
out the ſting of affliction, and promotes a 


peaceful acquieſcence. 
2dly, 
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2dly, We ſhould always endeavour to fee 
the meaning of the rod; and, ſince God does 
not willingly grieve his children, ſhould parti- 
cularly enquire why this evil is come upon us. 
Now the end of aMiction being ſanctification 
in the improving our graces, and mortifying 
our corruptions, we muſt diligently look 
into our hearts, where we ſhall ſoon ſee what 
grace God calls into exerciſe for improve- 
ment, and what corruption riſes up againſt 
God's hand, which it is his will ſhould be 
mortified ; and this ſhould be ſpecially 
noted, and carefully practiſed. The heart 
muſt be thoroughly examined, and diligently - 
watched, that God's whole deſign may .ap- 
pear, and that we may loſe nothing of the 
benefit of our ſufferings ia the growth of 
grace, and victory over ſin, to be obtained 
by them in the inner man. 

3dly, We muit be ſteadfaſt to ot ;-a8 
the caic is we muft conſider what the Lord 
would have us do, and in oppoſition to. our- 
ſelves ſteadfaſtly do it: to ſtep aſide from the 
way of duty is to ſurrender ourſelves into 
the hands of our luſts, but to cleave to it 
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is to bring them into greater ſubjection, and 
to gain ſome addition to the power of godli- 
neſs in the heart. Pray earneſtly in every trial 
that your faith may not fail, that you may 
be enabled to ſtand to do your duty, and 
that in n6 degree you may be detained and 
hindered by the ſtriving of your own heart. 
Do this, and every trial and trouble will take 
from ſin, add to grace, and prepare __ der. 
ter for glory. 
1 Laſtly, In every trial be looking back- 
il ward to former experience, that you may be 
| helped to patience, perſeverance in duty, and 
| correſpondence with the divine gracious will, 
| by the- remembrance of what you have re- 
- ceived through paſt troubles; and be looking 
forward to the glorious day when Chriſt will 
preſent you to himſelf an offering in righte- 
ouſneſs without the leaſt remaining ſpot or 
blemiſh of fin upon you. Ah! how will you 
not be encouraged hen in the proſpect of 
that pure and perfected ſtate, you ſhall look 
back and ſee how the Lord has been ſitting 
over you and refining you for it ! And what 
Peace, joy, and thankfulneſs will not the 
thought 
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thought of this miniſter to your ſoul ! Thus 
have I done with the manner of Chriſt's pu- 
rifying and purging the hearts of his people. 
And herewith, with theſe diſcourſes, may 
God grant we may be able to make our pro- 
fiting by them to appear in our improvement 
now, and to his praiſe and glory hereafter. 
© For ſurely not one word ſhall return void 
of all that the Lord has ſpoken.” Now unto 
him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to preſerve you faultleſs before the preſence of 
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wiſe 
God our Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, do- 
minion, and power, both now and for ever. 


Amen, 


THE END, 
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The following eighteen Pieces written by the Rev. Au- 
GusTus TorLapy, B. A. 


1. The ſecond Edition, enlarged, of the Church of 
England vindicated from the Charge of Arminianiſm. 
Price 18. 6d. 

2 The ſecond Edition, improved, of the Doctrine of 
abſolute Predeftination, ſtated and aſſerted. Price 28. 

3. A Letter to Mr. John Weſley. Price d. 

4. A ſecond Edition of a Caveat againſt, unſound 
Doctrines, a Sermon. Price 15s. | 

5. The ſecond Edition of Jeſus ſeen of Angels, and 
God's Mindfulneſs of Man: three Sermons preached at 
—_— Hembury, Devon, December 25, 1770. Price 
23. 6 

6. Free Thoughts on the Application to Parliament 
for the Abolition of Ecclefiaſtical Subſcriptions, Price 
6d. 

More Work for John W eſley. Price 18. 6d. 

43 Clerical Subſcription no Grievance, a Szrmon, 
Price 6d, | 
9. Hiſtoric Proof, 2 vols. 8vo, Price 108. boards. 
10 Free- will and Merit fairly examined, or Men not 
their own Saviours. Price 6d. 

11. Good News from Heaven; or the Goſpel a joy- 
Ful Sound, Price 6d. 

12, The Scheme of Chriſtian and Philoſophical Ne- 
ceſſity. Price in boards, 38 

13. Joy in Heaven and the Creed of Devils, two 
Sermons, Price 15. 

14. Moral and Political Moderation, a Faſt Sermon. 
Price 6d. 

15. Collection of Hymns for Public and Private 
Os 1792, Price bound, 48. : 
16. A 


VB., printed for J. Mathews. 
_ 16. A fifth Edition of his dying Avowal. Price 1d. 


17. His Poſthumous Works, containing 1ſt. Excel- 
lent Paſſages ſelected from the Writings of eminent Di- 
vines, &c. 2. Short Memorials of God's gracious 
Dealings with his Soul. 3. Collections of Letters. 
4. A Short Hiſtory of England. Price in boards, 5s. 
18. A Memoir of ſome principal Circumſtances in 
the Life and Death of the Reverend and learned Au- 
uſtus Toplady,-B. A. late Vicar of Broad Hembury, 
3 to which is added, written by himſelf, The 
Dying Believer's Addreſs to his Soul, and his own laſt 
Will and Teſtament. The Third Edition. Price 6d. 


„ Where may be had, Books in all the Sciences 
and Branches of polite Literature; and particularly 
thoſe of evangelical and experimental Divinity, both 
new and ſecond hand. . 

+4+ Bibles and Common Prayers of all Kinds and 
Sizes; Stationary Wares of all Sorts; Ledgers and. 
Account Books, &c. &c. | 

247 Books neatly bound. Money for Libraries or 
Parcels of Books. | 

N. B. Country Bookſellers, Schoolmaſters, and 
Shopkeepers, ſerved with Books and Stationaries, 
Wholeſale, on the loweſt Terms, and with Punctuality. 


